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free to members

Great Fun, Food and Music at Oxton's Secret Gardens
Sunday, 19th June 2016 10.00 am to 5.00 pm

Make father’s day – bring him to Oxton to see the Secret Gardens that are hidden behind 
sandstone walls!
  These are real gardens. They come in all shapes and sizes, from courtyard suntraps to 
larger gardens with lawns, herbaceous borders and cool, shady terraces. It is an ideal op-
portunity to see what other people make of their gardens and will give you lots of ideas 
and fresh inspiration to take home.
  And lots of other things will be happening: the plant stall, an arts and crafts from 
the Oxton Artists, the Mersey Morris Men, the Wirral Ukulele Orchestra, the Heswall 
Concert Band, and poets in the gardens. For children there will be a carousel, pony and 
donkey rides and trips round the village on a horse drawn omnibus. Oxton’s café society 
will be in full swing, with homemade cakes and tea and coffee at The Hub and tasty hot 
street food.
  Tickets go on sale on Monday, 9th May. They will be available until 12 noon on Satur-
day, 18th June from shops in Oxton village and other sales points across the Wirral – 

In this Issue
Why Herons like Oxton
Melanie Routledge on life, business & Chilli and Chive
Secret Gardens needs YOU

Free Inside
Your National Trust 
Day pass !
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E see enclosed leaflet for full details. 
You can also buy them on line at 
www.oxtonsociety.org.uk. Tickets will 
be £6 when purchased in advance, tickets 
bought on the day will be £8 each (under 
18s free). Ticket price includes entry to 
all the gardens; the programme includes a 
map of the village showing the gardens that 
are open and gives details of all the other 
entertainments that will be going on during 
the day. 

Secret Gardens Needs You

On the day over 200 volunteers give about 
3 hours of time to do a variety of jobs. 
Could you be one of these volunteers? Here 
are just some examples of things you could 
help with:
•  Being a steward in an open garden help-
ing with the visitors
•  Helping visitors in the Village Centre or 
at The Hub
•   Keeping the refreshment area tidy
•   Selling tickets at the Oxton Fields Car 
Park
•   Selling ‘Pick a Prize’ raffle tickets

Being a volunteer is fun. Don’t worry about 
not knowing what to do – all volunteers 
will be notified about 2 weeks before the 
event with details about what they are 
being asked to do. On the day they will 
be supported by a Duty Manager, a local 
person who has done the job before. People 
who volunteered last year all said how 
much they had enjoyed the day.
If you are able to volunteer please contact 
Lesley McGarrity email: alsr.mcgarrity@
tiscali.co.uk or telephone: 0151 653 3088 
by 31st May.

Plants Please!

One of the biggest attractions on the day is 
the Oxton Plant Stall. People arrive early 
on the Sunday morning and queue up so 
they can bag the best bargains. To provide 
enough plants we need your help. 
Anne Flynn, who is leading the plant stall 
volunteers says: "Maybe you could split 
and pot up your hardy perennials. Or when 
you sow seeds for your own garden you 
could do a few extra in little pots for the 
plant stall. Plants in flower and well estab-
lished, healthy plants sell best. And if you 
have a plant that doesn’t ‘feel at home’ in 

Cakes Please!

On the day of the event Oxton will have 
its own ‘café society’ – Monica Toosey 
and her volunteers will be kept busy all 
day serving refreshments at The Hub in 
Mount Pleasant. We rely on the bakers 
and confectioners of Oxton (and beyond) 
to donate the homemade cakes that are 
their best sellers. If you can donate a 
cake or two please contact Monica on 
0151 652 1653 or email: pmtoosey@sky.
com so that she can include your cakes 
in her planning. If you can, please de-
liver your cakes to 8 Mount Pleasant by 
Saturday, 18th June. But please note that 
we cannot sell cakes with fresh cream 
fillings because there is not enough 
fridge space.

your garden pot it up and bring it to us!"
•  Plants need to be labelled, name, 
colour of flower, potential size and sun/
shade can all be included. If you let 
Anne know at least 10 days before the 
event what you hope to donate then 
Heike Romer will make professional 
looking labels.
•  If you need any pots (or have any pots 
to donate) please contact Anne on 0151 
512 6023 or email: manneflynn@gmail.
com who will be able to arrange drop 
off/collection.
•  Plants can be delivered to 2 Mount 
Pleasant at any time up to the day before 
the event (Saturday, 18th June). They 
can be left behind the barrier at the old 
HSBC site on Saturday, 18th June or 
they can be brought to the plant stall 
between 8.00 and 8.30 am on Sunday, 
19th June.

We are very grateful for your donations 
but please no spider plants or bluebells.
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Cherishing the Arno Rose Garden 

We have received many appreciative comments on the Friends Facebook page about 
the ongoing improvements to the Rose Garden. As reported in the last newsletter 
these are very much due to the commitment of the Council staff now maintaining 
the Arno and Oxton Fields, in particular Billy Wynne who has recently reshaped and 
weeded the rose beds with great skill.  
One weekend in March, our loyal group of volunteers gathered to plant another four 
large beds of roses, 440 bushes in all. We planted ‘Pride and Prejudice’ and ‘

Silver 25th Anniversary’, 
both highly scented white 
roses, as well as the vibrant 
orange rose ‘Fellowship’.  
This was the third phase of 
re-planting, leaving two more 
phases to go.

We are also planning to erect 
a metal Rose Arch, spanning 
across the pathway between 
the stone retaining walls 
which leads to the Top Ter-
race. This will be clad with 
climbing roses and will be a 
new and striking feature of 
the Rose Garden. 

Funds are still needed to 
complete the restoration: £5 
will buy 2 roses; £10 will buy 

4 roses; and £160 will buy a large triangular bed (or anything in between). If you 
would like to contribute towards the Rose Appeal, please send a donation in the form 
of a cheque payable to ‘The Friends of the Arno and Oxton Fields’, and send/deliver 
it to the Secretary:
Peter de Figueiredo, 1 Ingestre Road, Oxton, CH43 5TZ

Prizes Please!

If you have any new (or good as new) 
things that need a new home, this is the 
ideal opportunity to put them to good 
use. Examples are:
•  Homemade jams and preserves – with 
pretty labels giving all the details
•  Gift sets of cosmetics – don’t quite 
smell right on you but will be brilliant 
for someone else
•  Toys, cookery books or kitchen 
    equipment
•  Gardening tools or furniture

News from the friends of the Arno

Please deliver your donations by 9th 
June so that Lynda Roberts and the team 
of volunteers can box and wrap them. 
The team are happy to accept donations 
of money so that they can buy things 
either to add to donated items or to be 
prizes on their own. Please contact 
Lynda on 0151 652 7778 
email: lrobertslynda@gmail.com.
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Secret Gardens Charities 2015

The three charities working with the Oxton Society were asked what 
receiving their share of the Secret Gardens proceeds means to them:

Birkenhead Youth Club
Peter Bibby has been involved with the Birkenhead Youth Club, founded by his 
father, for the last 30 years. He has seen members, mainly young people from central 
Birkenhead, grow up, move on and their children become members. 
  It is not always easy to tell which children come from families struggling on low 
incomes because so many of the members arrive in the trendiest track suits armed 
with their smart phones.  However many of them lack wider experiences. On a day 
out in the country some declared they had never seen cows before and wouldn’t risk 
eating apples from the tree.
  The club uses the funds donated to give them new experiences and the opportu-
nities to make a good life. Secret Gardens profits helped them to buy a mini bus 
which is used regularly. With extra staff this summer, they hope to be able to run the 
Holiday Club.

Terral Morgan Memorial Fund
Mandy Morgan says that the inspiration for the Charity came from her husband, 
Terral. Suffering from cancer he had been discharged home and was struggling to 
maintain his independence. It was difficult for him to walk and climb stairs. Mandy 
organised a wheelchair and a stair lift was installed. Terral realised that other people 
in the same situation as he was might not be able to afford this help. He wanted to do 
something about it. 
  During the difficult days and weeks following Terral’s death, Mandy was surround-
ed  by her family and friends who offered support and became the Trustees and 
volunteers of the Memorial Charity. A rapid response is crucial and within 48 hours 
they aim to have the equipment in the patient’s home, enabling immediate discharge 
from hospital. Mandy believes people with long-term illnesses benefit from medical 
aids sooner in the progression of their illness. She has seen for herself how being 
able to retain some form of control on your life, can be invaluable to both the carer 
and the person suffering the illness. 

Wirral Women and Children's Aid
This refuge accommodates 12 women and an average of 30 children at any one time. 
Their ages range from the unborn child to young teenagers, all of whom are victims 
of domestic violence. Fran Mooney says that a major difficulty is the stringent fund-
ing cuts imposed by the government year on year. To cut back means many of the 
extras such as days out are lost.
  When they receive a large sum of money they can purchase much needed equip-
ment. Recently they were able to install a baby alarm system that had flashing lights 
in various places in the building including the sitting room where the mothers could 
enjoy a bit of peace and companionship in the evening.
  With the Secret Garden funds they plan to send the older children to the Barnston-
dale Adventure Camp. Without their mums around, the kids think they'll have a lot 
of fun! A much needed opportunity for these children to relax and enjoy themselves;
free from the stressful circumstances that led to their time in the Refuge.
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Mel is one of Oxton’s young entrepre-
neurs. She and her friend Jane Reynolds 
started their own catering business, 
Chilli and Chive, in 1996. They provide 
catering services to a wide wide range 
of local customers including the Oxton 
Society’s Arts Fair.

Mel’s family moved to Oxton when she 
was three years old.  She and her two 
younger sisters all went to Woodchurch Pri-
mary School.  Mel went on to Birkenhead 
High School and a marketing degree at the 
University of Central Lancashire, Preston. 
Sadly her father died when she began her 
University course so she decided to to live 
at home and commute to Preston. 
  Mel has always been eager to work and 
from the age of 14 has had a variety of 
jobs in cafés, pubs and once as a life guard. 
After her degree, she worked for a small 
marketing company. When she became 
pregnant, Mel  continued to work for as 
long as possible and was committed to 
returning after the baby was born. But her 
boss wasn’t supportive of her situation and 
finding his attitude unacceptable, she left.
  At this point she met up with a friend 
Jane who also had a child and they decided 
to find work which they could combine 
with family life.  Jane, a qualified solici-
tor bought her legal skills into the venture 
and with Mel’s marketing knowledge they 
made a good team. The idea of running a 
catering business was born and they agreed 
on ‘Chilli and Chive’ because of its nice 
sound and associations.
  Looking back, Mel says that having a 
business has been a tough call. She feels 
that she has developed a “portfolio career” 
and acquired a broad set of skills which en-
able her to turn her hand to most things. To 
be successful Mel says you must have the 
right personality and her motto is “never 
give up!”. 
  Ten years ago Mel set herself the ambition 
to achieve a balance between work and 
home. She has succeeded in meeting her 
aim..  

What are you most proud of doing?
I’m really proud of our new house that we 
have just moved into. We’ve worked hard 
over the last few years, and a bit of being in 
the right place at the right time has brought 
us here.  It’s a huge undertaking and it’s 
certainly not going to be finished in six 

months but I’m really excited about the 
project .

Who would play you in a film of your 
life?
It would have to be Whoopi Goldberg.  
The comedic and dramatic balance of 
her work makes her the perfect person to 
play the high and lows of my life   and at 
times, my hair really does resemble dread 
locks!

I think people would be surprised to 
know this about me?
That I have a shoe collection to rival 
Imelda Marcos! In my wardrobe, I have 
some very glamorous shoes that I have 
treated myself to, or been treated to, over 
the years. I look after them well and still 
wear pairs that I’ve had for 15 years.

How do you like to chill out?
A book in a very hot bath, accompanied 
by a little treat, and preferably with com-
plete silence!

Which famous person do you most 
admire?
I don’t have just one person that I admire 
or aspire to be.  I prefer to watch people 
(all people, not just the famous!) and take 
inspiration from small things that they do.

What do you like about Oxton?
The buildings.  I love the fact that all 
the buildings are different, and all of the 
roads have such different atmospheres to 
them.  You can turn a corner and feel like 
you are in a completely different place. 

What changes or improvements would 
you like to see in Oxton Village?
I would love to change the attitudes of 
some people who live in or around Oxton.  
Too many people don’t have respect for 
others, and this is a constant source of 
annoyance to me.  Whether it be graffiti, 
litter dropping or not cleaning up after 
your dog.  

What single thing would improve the 
quality of your life? 
A Personal Assistant! Someone that I 
could call on when my list gets too long, 
or I’ve forgotten to pick something up – 
but isn’t that why we have children?

Melanie Routledge     
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Blooming Oxton

The Society’s volunteers will be putting 
up our Hanging Baskets on Sunday, 
June 12th at about 40 locations through-
out the village centre. We hope to ex-
tend the display down Christchurch Rd 
if we can secure a small grant from the 
Council as part of “Oxton in Bloom”. 
This great display of summer blooms is 
timed to coincide with Secret Gardens 
the following weekend and will ensure 
that our village is looking at its best for 
the expected 4,000 visitors.

The Society’s baskets are supplied by 
Dovecote Nurseries in Station Road, 
Burton, near Neston and we are grateful 
to Phillipa and her staff for always de-
livering such a high quality plants that 
are beautifully arranged and last the 
whole season. See http://www.dovecote-
nurseries.com for more details.

The annual Design Award which will be 
presented at the AGM in September (date 
to be agreed). New builds, additions, or 
renovations (private or business) qualify 
and the winner(s) will set a good example 
for others to follow. The closing date for 
nominations is August 31st. Full details 
will appear in the August Newsletter and 
can be found on the website at:
http://oxtonsociety.org.uk/wp/de-
sign-award/

                                Oxton Design Award 2016 – advance notice
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                                Local What’s On

The Oxton Society
    June 19: Secret Gardens 10-5pm
 
Oxton Society History Group
    East Walks: June 25, August 6, September 10
    West Walks: June 4, July 16, September 3, October 1     
    From the post box in the village centre at 11am and lasting up to 1.5 hours. The          
    East Walk takes in Fairview Road  South Bank  Arno Road Mount Pleasant and   
    Poplar Road.. The West Walk takes in Village Road  St. Saviours and Wellington    
    Road. Turn up on the day but booking preferred. Call 0151 652 0202.

The National Gardens Scheme
    May 29: 28 Christchurch Road CH43 5SF. 1-5pm. Homemade teas in aid of Marie   
    Curie Cancer Care

Wirral Archives Service History Workshops
    Wirral Archives Services  presents a series of free local history workshops to be held   
    at 2pm in the Lower Ground Floor Conference Room 
    August 4: ‘The Mersey Maritime Training Ships’
    The ships which used to train boys to be sailors: the Clarence, Indefatigable, Conway   
    and Akbar. Geoff Topp 
    September 1: ‘Birkenhead Wanderers Rugby Club’ David Addison
 
Williamson Art Gallery and Museum
    Slatey Road, Birkenhead, CH43 4UE 0151 652 4177. 
    Fully accessible and cafe available. Wed to Sun 10 - 5pm. 
    May 21-June 5: Wirral Met Degree Show
    June 18-September 4:  From Renaissance to Regent Street: the Della Robbia Pottery 
    June 11-12: Wirral Open Studio Tour 
    Ongoing: ‘A Room with a View’  paintings of interiors and ‘Village Wirral’ historic   
    and contemporary views of the peninsula.

Williamson Art Gallery events
    Every Sunday May 29-August 28:  Concerts organised by Gethyn Jones of 
    Liverpool Phil. 
    For the full programme, see the website www.williamsonartgallery.org
    The Friends of the Williamson Art Gallery and Wirral Museums will have a presence    
    at the Secret Gardens of Oxton. 
    The Quad is to be being redeveloped with a major investment from the Friends.

Birkenhead History Society
    Meeting are held Third Thursday of each month, Wirral Ladies Golf Club, Bidston    
    Road, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH43 6TS, from 7.15 to 9.00pm. Visitors are welcome
    May 21: AGM (7.15 - 7.45pm) followed by ‘Exploring Hamilton Square’
    Elizabeth Davey

Christchurch, Christchurch Road
    June12: Queens 90th Birthday Celebration, Cream Tea, Heritage display, Organ   
    Recital and  a Dance Display from Imagine School of Dance. Beginning at 12.30pm   
    at the Church.  
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As I write a heron has just paid his fourth 
visit to the small pond in our garden. I did 
see him catch something the other night but 
it can't be a fish as we don't have any. But 
evidently he likes it here and the question 
is why. To answer it perhaps one should 
take a heron's eye view of Oxton, for what 
seems to us at ground level like a built up 
area may seem to him like a woodland.
You can get an idea of this by standing 
on the top floor of the new St Catherine’s 
hospital and looking back to Oxton on the 
ridge. When the leaves are out you will see 
what looks like continuous woodland cov-
er, with the odd building peeking through.

And this all encapsulates the importance of 
trees to Oxton: as a setting for the build-
ings; as visual amenity; as nature resource 
and home for insects and birds in particular 
(quite often I can hear the drilling noise of 
a woodpecker); as a framer of long dis-
tance strategic views, including those from 
Liverpool's World Heritage Site. These are 
amongst the most obvious benefits. But 
there are more subtle ones too. Trees filter 
noise, wind, rainfall and dust and through 
evapotranspiration and shade they can help 
to lower temperatures in summer, by quite 
appreciable amounts. So they have benign 
effects on our microclimate.

We're very lucky to have inherited such 
rich tree cover in Oxton, some of which 
must date back to the construction of the 
earliest villas. Some of the big villas have 
gone, but the trees their owners planted 
still remain. Many more trees have been 
planted since by gardeners, or are ad-
ventitious as squirrels and birds spread 
the seed of trees like holly and yew. Of 
course trees have been planted by the 
Society's tree planting fund but compared 
with those trees which already exist these 
are small in number. 

So the priority is looking after the trees 
we already have, encouraging good 
management and new planting by private 
owners. Apart from the Arno, which is 
outside the conservation area, there are 
scarcely any publicly planted trees or 
tree maintenance, unless you count leaf 
removal from roads in the autumn.

The Society comments on all applications 
for tree work and reports its comments 
in this journal. You are required to notify 
the council of all work to trees in the 
conservation area. For the many trees 
protected by tree preservation orders 
formal consent is required for any work. 
A member of its tree planting group is 
happy to advise on tree management 
and new planting and you will hopefully 
benefit from their skills including those 
of landscape ecologist and a botanist. We 
may even agree to plant a tree for you for 
free in a publicly visible area!
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                                Planning

Wirral Borough Council decides all planning applications and applications for tree work. It invites the Society to 
comment on development proposals in or adjacent to the Oxton Conservation Area and on tree work proposals. All 
planning decisions are taken by Wirral Borough Council and not by the Society: the Society's role is to present informed 
arguments to the Council for the protection and sensitive enhancement of the Conservation Area.
The following are the comments made by the Society; if you wish to see the final decision of the Council please 
consult their website. 

Planning and Trees

7 Parrs Road : APP/16/00053 
Proposal: Replacement of an existing single storey side extension 
Comment: No comment. Although slightly larger than the existing extension, it is considered 
that the replacement would be an improvement.
1A Claughton Firs: APP/16/00133
Proposal: Change of use from butcher’s shop to restaurant
Comment: Following a pre-application discussion the applicants have taken account of the 
Society’s comments on shop-front design. The submitted proposals would be a considerable 
improvement on the existing shop front. We did not consider that the change of use raised any 
significant amenity issues. (Note: to date there has been no application for a license to sell alco-
hol in connection with the restaurant).
40 Poplar Road : APP/16/00188 
Proposal: Revision to previously approved two-storey side extension, to enlarge the upper floor 
and change the roof design.
Comment: We noted that the Council had approved the original application despite the Socie-
ty’s objection, based on the harm it would do to the character of a fine residential terrace. In the 
circumstances there was nothing to be gained by a further objection.
11 Templemore Road: APP/16/00280 
Proposal: New hardwood window frame on side elevation. Comment: No comment

                                Trees

All trees in the Conservation Area, including fruit trees, with a trunk diameter (at chest height) of more than 7.5 cm 
(about 3”) are protected by law. Wirral Borough Council’s Arboricultural Officer must be informed in writing six weeks 
in advance of all proposed work on such trees. This includes the cutting of branches, roots or felling. The Society’s com-
ments concentrate on trees, or part of trees, which can be seen from a place where the public has access.

Woodchurch Court, Woodchurch Road T16/0032
Proposal: To reduce a sycamore by 30%
Comment: The tree is at the rear of the site in the NW corner. The tree can be seen clearly from Belfield 
Drive and from Fairview Road. The applicant states that the tree is leaning towards the garden of 16 Fair-
view Road. We would have no objection to the sensitive management of the crown but this is an important 
tree in the overall townscape and we would be concerned about any significant reduction. 
162 Woodchurch Road T16/0019
Proposal: To repollard a sycamore. 
Comment: The crown is a significant feature on this stretch of road but the large cavity in the stem means 
there is little to do other than fell it completely and replace. The property is not within the Conservation 
Area but adjacent to it and covered by a TPO. 
33 Storeton Road CA/16/0035
Proposal: To fell a mature beech tree fronting on Croft Edge.
Comment: This tree is a prominent feature overhanging Croft Edge and also visible from Storeton Road (in 
winter months). The justification for the felling is that it is close to the property and has “a seam of includ-
ed bark” at the union of two major stems. We feel that this is an important tree in the treescape and should 
be protected by the TPO until a qualified evaluation of its stability can be undertaken. 
39 Rose Mount T/16/0056
Proposal: To fell a beech tree in the front garden
Comment: The arboricultural report on the observed decay by a qualified consultant points to an infection 
by Kretzschmaria deusta. Unfortunately, under these circumstances, felling is necessary. As the tree is 
protected by a TPO we would ask that Wirral require a replacement.
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Contacting the Oxton Society and the Newsletter
Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the Editor by email 
to info@oxtonsociety.org.uk or by post to the Secretary, 4 Willan Street, CH43 5ST. 
You can also contact the society by any of the telephone numbers or email addresses 
given in this Newsletter and via the Oxton Society website www.oxtonsociety.org.uk 
Many smart phone apps will get you straight to the Oxton Society website by means of 
the code printed above. 
Do you have an email address? If you are not receiving e-mails with news updates, 
your current email address is not in the database. Please send it. 
Details are confidential and never passed to 3rd parties. 

Oxton's Bread Circle

When Michael Gopfert’s professional 
career brought him here from Germany 
in 1977 he really missed good bread and 
so he decided to bake his own for his 
family. When he semi-retired 4 years 
ago a friend suggested he should take up 
baking on a larger scale and so he went 
to Munich and volunteered at a bakery 

for two weeks to learn how to shape 
bread - although he admits that he wasn't 
very good at it.
Back home he found that people liked 
his bread and wanted to help to make 
it. Now fully retired he leads a group of 
7-8 people, bakers for the Bread Circle, 
based here in Oxton and baking 50-75 
loaves a week. They make five varieties 
of sourdough: plain white, granary style, 
rye, spelt and seeded loaves. Most of the 
flour is stone ground at Walk Mill water 
mill near Chester. The bread is baked in 
his garage and he bought a plastic green-
house to use as a proving chamber! 
Michael says "Anyone who wants to 

learn to bake can come along on a bake 
day. We are doing this because we like 
making bread and being with people who 
feel the same".  Occasional gatherings 
with sourdough-related food keep the 
bread circle alive as a whole.
Contact Michael at: 
breaddoctor@gmx.co.uk

find us on  facebook, twitter or the web

We are delighted to tell you that as 
a result of our membership of Civic 
Voice, and of their partnership with 
The National Trust, we are enclosing 
your free one day pass to a National 
Trust property.  This is a single 
admission pass and can be used from 
June 1 2016 to 31 May 2017. The pass 
is worth £14 and can be transferrable 
to a family member or friend if you 
are already a member.

The free NT Day Pass is for paid-up Society 
members. Household-category members will 
receive two Day Passes. Individual-category 
members can upgrade their membership 
category by contacting the Membership 
Secretary and paying an additional £2 per 
year. If you received a renewal reminder with 
this Newsletter your Pass(s) will be included 
when you renew.”    

Free Day Passes


