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Minutes of Oxton Society Executive Committee Meeting   

12 January 2016, 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
Present: 
Rhiannon Evans  (RE)  (Chair) 
Jeff Willis   (JW)  (Vice Chair) 
Alan Chape   (AC)  (Secretary) 
Jane Horton   (JH)  (Treasurer) 
Bob Knowles   (BK)  (History Group) 
Steve Ferguson  (SF)   
Dave Barden   (DB)  (Membership Secretary) 
Patrick Toosey  (PT)  (Recruitment) 
Steve Weber   (SW)  (Planning and Amenities) 
Ann Fordham   (AF) 
Jenny O’Sullivan  (JO) 
John Booth   (JB) 
Carolyn Weber  (CMW) 
Cllr. Alan Brighouse  (AB) 
Chris Jarrey    (CJ) 
 
 
1. Apologies:  
Cllr. Pat Williams  (PW) 
Cllr Paul Doughty   (PD) 
Karen Freeman   (KJ) 
 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of the Committee meeting held on 3 November 2015 were agreed as a correct record.  
 
 
3. Matters Arising 

• Conservation Areas’ Forum 
Members of WCAF had met with David Ball of WBC, and a representative of Historic 
England on 9 December with a wide agenda including the reconsideration of the options for 
Hamilton Square 

      

• Business Breakfast Meetings 

JW/JB had attended meetings of the Business Club. The Club have a private Facebook 
page, and a portfolio of ideas to pursue, including an Easter event. 
 

• Hanging Baskets 
SW had contacted Mark Camborne of WBC again and he had identified an officer who 
will get in touch about the risk assessment within the next two weeks.  JB reported that 
some unsafe brackets would be replaced with stronger ones, and that he would try 
adjusting the flow to some baskets.  JH asked that the estimate for the baskets for 2016 
season be approved by the Committee before acceptance.  Action: SW/JB 
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• Christmas Lights 
The Christmas Lights event had been cancelled because of risks from an adverse weather 
forecast.  The Society had lost around £1,300 on the event.  The lights had been switched 
on at the Business Club late night opening event on 4 December.  The Business Club now 
wanted to discuss the potential for combining the two events in 2016, and it was agreed that 
this was a good idea in principle and should be considered.  Concerns expressed by the 
Committee included that in the past the event had only been publicised locally and attracted 
a relatively small attendance, whereas the Club might want wider publicity to attract larger 
numbers, which could have implications for road closures, alcohol licence etc. 
 

• Fund raising ideas 

• The Committee had been asked for ideas on future fund raising, but the only ideas that 
had come forward were for expanding Secret Gardens activities.  CJ proposed the idea 
of an ‘Antiques Road Show’ and he will come forward with a proposal.         Action: CJ 

 
 
4. History Group 

• Photos and postcards of significant buildings and roads in the area, with captions, were 
ready for inclusion on the website, and the group would  liaise with JW on this. 

• BK produced examples of self-published books, and put forward a proposal to produce 
similar to include the first 20 History periodicals.  The Committee expressed some 
concerns about the need to include more than just the periodicals, eg John Green’s 
‘History of Oxton’, and also issues such as how many books to order, how to fund them 
as the project would need to break even. BK to pursue the idea and come back to the 
committee with mock-up and financial details.    Action: BK 

• The History Group had put forward the idea of ‘Green Plaques’ to publicise prominent 
Oxtonions.  AC and BK to pursue the idea and funding possibilities.      Action: BK/AC 

 
 
5. Financial Report 

• JH would produce a budgetary report for the next meeting 
 
 

6. Secret Gardens 

• Shadows, who could be involved in the 2016 event and then take over from 2017, were 
still required for a number of activities, including catering, entertainment, public relations 
on one Co-ordinator role.  Also JH would like to appoint a ticket manager, to be 
responsible for pre-sale circulation and collection of monies received. Agreed that an 
item be included in the Newsletter, and the matter be raised at the January meeting of 
the Task Group.        Action: JO 

• Agreed there was a need to increase pre-sales, especially by publicity in other parts of 
the Wirral 

• There was a need to appoint a new partner charity to replace the Wirral Toy Library 
which no longer exists.  One application had been received and a report was received 
from Lesley McGarrity on the meeting of a small group which had considered the 
application.  Agreed that the Terral Morgan Memorial Fund, a local charity providing 
equipment to enable cancer sufferers to be cared for in their own homes, be confirmed 
as a partner charity, to participate in the 2016 event. 

 
 
7. Membership Report 
A report was received from a group which had considered proposals for raising membership 
subscriptions, which had been unchanged for 12 years. JH circulated a paper showing that over 
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the past 4 years there had been a total shortfall of £5,000 between membership subscriptions 
and administration costs. Two options were considered and members of the Committee raised a 
number of issues and concerns relating to raising the subscription.   
Agreed that the membership fee be raised to £10 per household, that a communication go out 
as soon possible to all members due to renew this year, and that an item be included in the 
Newsletter.  This should stress the excellent value that members get, including the colour 
editions of newsletters and history periodicals, as well as the need to cover administration costs 
and the length of time that the subscription had remained unchanged.    Action: JW/DB 
 
 
8. Planning 

• AC/SW had met with David Ball on 20 November and been very encouraged by his 
response.  He will take an interest in all applications flagged up by the Society and if 
items are asked to be removed from delegation he will ensure due process is followed.   

• 11 Victoria Mount – this application for a loft extension with dormer windows had been 
refused 

• Heritage Statements – David Ball had indicated that a good practice guidance note on 
Heritage Statements would be prepared – this had now been done and the note was on 
the website.  However, it says very little about character appraisals and management 
plans – SW/AC to pursue      Action: SW/AC 

• Conservation Area/Arno – idea of inclusion of Arno in the Conservation Area to be 
discussed further.Action: AC/RE 

 
 
9. Trees 

• CW submitted reports on 4 tree applications which had been sent for comment – 
attached as Appendix.  A TRO had been placed on the tree at 144 Woodchurch Road 
following her recommendation – congratulations were expressed to CW for getting this 
agreed 

• CW wants to hold a meeting between the Society and the WBC Tree Officer to discuss 
more effective input. 

• There had been no applications this year for tree planting, so the £900 tree budget for 
this year would be reallocated 

 
 
10. Village Centre 

• Retail Action Plan – WBC had held an inaugural workshop on 24 November attended 
by local businesses and residents, to discuss the local retail action plan.  A number of 
issues had emerged as key to the future of Oxton Village: parking, signage, appearance 
of shop frontages, need to increase daytime footfall, redevelopment of HSBC site.The 
Society had submitted it's action plan for consideration. JW/SW/AC attend a meeting 
Neil Mitchell of WBC at the end of the month to discuss further.Action JW/SW/AC 

• HSBC site – a reply had been received from the solicitors for Samlaw/Grisedale 
Development about the income from the ATM, and was being looked into. Action AC/PT 

• New businesses – RE reported that there was a proposal for a new restaurant business 
at 1a Claughton Firs and a new ladies clothes boutique at 3 Claughton Firs.  The 
businesses had requested meetings with the Society.   Action: SW/AC/JW 

 
 
12. Communication 

• The next Newsletter would be distributed third week of February, with material required 
within the next week.   

• The Wirral Conservation Area leaflet had been distributed to members within the 
Conservation Area but needed to go to all other addresses within the Area. AC/SF to 
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discuss.          Action: AC/SF 
 
 
14. Date of next meeting:  

• Next meeting 1 March 2016, 7.30 p.m., St. Saviour’s Parish Hall.   
 
 
CMW/14 January 2016 
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APPENDIX 
 

TREE REPORT JANUARY 2016 
 

CA15/0243 34 Fairview Road  
1. To fell a dead conifer 
2. To remove an overgrown eucalyptus  
3. To 'lop' a group of conifers which are restricting light and for safety 
4. To reduce an overgrown beech hedge along the side boundary of the property to its original 
height. 
Oxton Society Comment: As the trees and the hedge are in the rear garden and are not readily 
visible we have no objection. The work also represents good management although in lopping 
the conifers care needs to be taken that too much is not removed which could damage the 
trees.  
 
CA15/0271 - 12 Rose Mount 
Proposal - the removal of the limb of a tree which is overhanging the conservatory to prevent it 
damaging the conservatory  
Oxton Society Comment - this tree cannot be be seen from a publicly accessible location, we 
therefore offer no comment. 
 
CA15/0278 - 144 Woodchurch Street 
Proposal: to fell a fir tree in the front garden which is blocking light, causing disturbance by root 
growth and blocking the view of a school sign. 
Oxton Society Comments: we consider that this is an important tree and should be retained. It is 
at some distance from the house, there is minor root disturbance which could be managed and 
the problem referred to regarding the obstruction of the school sign can be easily rectified by 
some minor pruning. 
There is only one other tree standing on the frontage of this terrace No144 to No152. This 
terrace is distinguished by having deep gardens on the frontage. The tree in the garden of 
No152 is doing serious damage to the retaining wall and it is likely that there will be an 
application for its felling that would be unreasonable to oppose. Thus, if the current tree is felled, 
the entire frontage to the terrace will lose its trees. 
We have carried out a TEMPO which we consider shows that a TRO should be placed on the 
tree so that it could be retained.  
 
  
CA15/0258 - 11 Shrewsbury Road 
Proposal: to fell a chestnut which is causing damage to the boundary wall and the stone pier 
Oxton Society Comment: we accept there has been some disruption to the structures but in 
addition the roots of this tree have been severed by the construction work. It would therefore be 
unreasonable to object to the felling. 
CA15/0259 - to fell a birch tree adjacent to the entrance on Colombia Road. No reason is given 
however the tree is mis-shapen. We therefore offer no objection.   
 
Christine  
 


