
Minutes of Oxton Society Executive Committee Meeting
1st March 2016, 7.30 p.m.

Present

Rhiannon Evans (RE) Chair

Jeff Willis (JW) Vice-Chair

Alan Chape (AC) Secretary

Jane Horton (JH) Treasurer

Bob Knowles (BK) History Group

Steve Ferguson (SF)

Patrick Toosey (PT) Recruitment

Jenny O’Sullivan (JO) Secret Gardens

John Booth (JB) Hanging baskets

Cllr Alan Brighouse (AB)

Karen Freeman (KF) Business Liaison

Don Firth-Williamson (DFW)

Graham McLean (GMcL) Acting Minutes Secretary

1. Apologies

Ann Fordham (AF) Newsletter

Carolyn Weber (CMW) Minutes Secretary

Steve Weber (SW) Planning

Cllr Pat Williams (PW)

Dave Barden (DB) Membership

2. Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes of  the Committee meeting held on 12th January 2016 were agreed as a correct
record. 
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3. Matters arising

 Conservation Areas Forum
Notes of a meeting with David Ball of WBC had been circulated.  Of particular note were the
policy relating to satellite dishes and the improper felling and pruning of trees.  Also noted
was the fact that 7 of the 26 Conservation Areas still do not have a Management Plan.  The
newly formed Birkenhead Improvement District (BID) Group will look at how to help with the
creation  of  the  missing  plans,  particularly  for  Hamilton  Square.   The  AGM  of  the
Conservation Areas Forum will take place on 27th April in Hoylake. 

 Oxton businesses
The Business Club are planning an outdoor film event at Easter.  It was agreed that SF (in
conjunction  with  Ralph Ingram) be asked to speak to Ben Harrison with  advice on road
closure, licensing, public liability etc.  There was discussion as to whether or not the event
could come under the umbrella of the Society, as the businesses are all Society members,
but there was concern that the Society could end up with responsibility without any control. 

Action: SF

JW reported that the Business Club is more active now than previously.  They are reluctant
now to have a Society representative on their  committee but they do want one planning
meeting with the Society to work together on, e.g. Christmas Lights and Secret Gardens.
JW,  KF  and  Jay  Little  are  willing  to  represent  the  Society  at  that  meeting;  date  to  be
arranged. 

 Hanging baskets
JB has met WBC officers regarding risk assessments and will be in contact with a contractor
who can quote for improvements to the brackets. Action: JB

 Fundraising ideas
This item was postponed in the absence of Chris Jarrey. Action: CJ

4. History Group

BK commented on the minutes of the History Group meeting on 18th January (circulated).
The original proposal for the publication of a book has been developed further.  It is expected
that  the book would  retail  for  around £10.   A proposal  for  funding is being prepared for
presentation to the Committee. 

Oxton Village Walks are due to start in one month.  BK drew attention to the Wirral Heritage
Day at Birkenhead Town Hall on 12th March, the Birkenhead Library History Day on 2nd April.
and the Oxton Society History Day on 16th April. Society membership leaflets will be available
at some or all of these events. This led to discussion of problems with circulating Society
publications to members outside the vicinity of the Conservation Area; this will be discussed
again at a future meeting. 

There is interest in developing a series of Green Plaques in the Village to represent places
and people  of  historical  interest.   AC suggested  that  the  History Group might  apply  for
funding to the WBC Constituency Committee.  He will contact Historic England for advice.  

Action: AC

BK was asked to send a copy of the advert for the Oxton History Day and Walks to RE and
AC for Twitter and Facebook once it is ready. Action: BK
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5. Financial Report

JH reported that the financial accounts are almost completed.  The Secret Gardens account
is now finalised and £500 extra have gone to each of the three charities and £1000 to the
Society.   The carry-forward from this  financial  year  will  be £10500,  £2000 less than the
previous year, partly due to the cancellation of the Christmas Lights event (although £600 of
mulled wine is already purchased for next year). The loss is partly ameliorated by the fact
that no applications were made to the Tree Planting Fund. 

JH was thanked for her work on the accounts. 

6. Secret Gardens

JO reported on a full commitment from the members of the Task Group, who met in January.
All Committee members agreed to help with ringing round Society membership to ask for
volunteers. JW will  ask Brian Bishop to again produce a video of the 2016 event for the
website.  AC will take still photos. Action: JW

It  was agreed that someone from the Business Club should be invited to attend the next
Secret Gardens Task Group meeting (11th May). Action: JO

RE and AC continue to require regular updates from Jay Little about Secret Gardens for
Twitter  and  Facebook  respectively  and  these  could  include  where  possible  photos  of
previous  gardens and  even some in  preparation  for  this  year’s  event.  In  response  to  a
question about publicity, JO replied that CJ is dealing with it, in conjunction with AF and that
the advert for Gentian magazine has already been prepared. 

7. Membership

There was no membership report. It was noted that there had been no negative feedback
about the planned increase in membership fees, but more members renewing online have
gone for multiple years.  

8. Planning

The planning report from SW was noted.  Attention was drawn to the proposed Nepalese
restaurant  at  1A  Claughton  Firs,  for  which  an  alcohol  licence  has  still  to  be  obtained.
Approval for the extension to the terrace property in Poplar Road is likely to be granted,
despite the Society’s objections. AC pointed to the fact that Heritage Statements continue to
be missing from planning applications and that WBC is apparently not insisting that they be
included.   AC will  again approach the Planning Department to try to get the requirement
made more prominent on their website.  Action: AC

RE mentioned a meeting with Friends of the Arno (FoA) on 3rd March.   The Friends are
anxious about the possibility of WBC being unable to continue funding maintenance of the
Arno.  It was agreed that the suggestion that the Conservation Area be extended to include
the Arno is unlikely to solve the funding problem; FoA could rather apply for charitable status,
although sale of some of the land may ultimately be the only way in which funding can be
assured.  AC proposed that there be more formal contact between FoA and the Society by,
for example, a member of FoA on the Society Committee.

Action: RE
9. Trees

The Tree report from Christine Wray was noted. 
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10.  Village Centre

The previously circulated Retail Action Plan was noted.  RE pointed to a lack of clear funding
for the plan but  AC considers that  Neil  Mitchell  (WBC Regeneration  and Implementation
Team) may be able to deliver at least  some of  the proposals,  particularly with regard to
parking places; he expressed his thanks to Neil for his work and interest, in the face of staff
shortages  at  WBC.  The  Council  have  written  to  Grizedale  Developments  regarding  the
former bank site but have not received a reply. AC has asked Neil Mitchell to get the Council
to write again in view of the lack of response.  Current planning permission expires in August
2016 but the developers need only dig a hole for the planning permission then to become
permanent.  

11. Newsletter

No newsletter editor was present.  There had been some feedback from members about the
last  newsletter  that  too  much  space  was  devoted  to  detailed  planning  and  tree-work
applications. The Hon. Officers will speak to the editors about this, with the suggestion that
only a list of the locations of the proposals be included, along with a link to the Society’s
website, where all the details would be available; any controversial issues could be reported
in more detail.  It was also felt that the What’s On section could be much improved.  

It  was  requested that  a  list  of  the  newsletter  content  be provided  by  the editors  to  the
Committee in advance of publication.

        Action: Hon. Officers

SF suggested a standing article on trees and will approach the editors with that idea.
Action: SF

10. Website

JW reported that  CMW has been helping him with  tidying up the Society  website.   It  is
recognised that  latest  news is  better  disseminated by Twitter  and Facebook than on the
website.  JW plans to send emails to the membership about  the History Days and about
membership  renewals.  RE expressed  thanks to JW and CMW for  the  maintenance and
continuing improvement of the facility. 

11.  Other business

The application to Your Wirral for funding is not being pursued. 

JB drew attention to fixings on the wall opposite the Queen’s Arms for an advertising banner
for Prenton Preparatory School.  He suggested the same fixings could be used for a banner
for Secret Gardens.  GMcL reminded the Committee that such banners require permission
from WBC on account of liability for distracting drivers. 

AB mentioned that Birkenhead is being entered for the Britain in Bloom competition, which
will be judged in July.  Oxton’s hanging baskets might be included, although displays on a
trunk route are more likely to contribute to an award. Further discussion of this will take place
at  a  meeting  of  Birkenhead  Constituency  Committee,  at  which  the  Society  could  be
represented. 

Action: AB
12.  Date of next meeting

Tuesday 3rd May 2016, 7.30 p.m., St. Saviour’s Parish Hall. 

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.       GMcL: Oxton Society minutes 160301
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