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Minutes of Oxton Society Executive Committee Meeting   

1 November 2016, 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
Present: 
Rhiannon Evans  (RE)  (Chair) 
Alan Chape   (AC)  (Secretary) 
Jane Horton   (JH)  (Treasurer) 
Steve Ferguson  (SF)   
Patrick Toosey  (PT)  (Recruitment) 
Steve Weber   (SW)  (Planning and Amenities) 
Ann Fordham   (AF) 
Bob Knowles   (BK)  (History Group) 
Karen Freeman   (KF) 
Don Firth-Williamson  (DFW) 
Cllr. Alan Brighouse  (AB) 
Chris Jarrey    (CJ) 
Ian Wray   (IW) 
Christine Wray  (CW)  (Trees) 
Griff Round   (GR) 
Gary Murray   (GM)   (Friends of the Arno) 
Carolyn Weber  (CMW) 
 
In Attendance 
Jay Little (Secret Gardens Co-ordinator) 
 
1. Apologies:  
Jeff Willis   (JW)  (Vice Chair) 
Dave Barden   (DB)  (Membership Secretary) 
John Booth   (JB) 
 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of the Committee meeting held on 6 September 2016 were agreed as a correct record.  
 
 
3. Matters Arising 

 Conservation Areas’ Forum 
A meeting with David Ball was still awaited 
 

 Friends of the Arno 
GM reported that the AGM would be held 14 November.  They were planning a membership 
drive.  There would be a tree planting day 12 November, to be publicised on Society 
Noticeboard.  FOA needs a new Treasurer, also to be advertised on Noticeboard. 

      

 Business Club 
There had been a meeting with the Chair of the Business Club on 25 October.  The 
Club was not yet a legal entity, but would be.  25 businesses were committed to the 
Club, with a core group of Home, FANY, Gossip, Angela Adlard & Funky Sunflower 
Events.  The Club had agreed to go ahead with Christmas Lights arrangements as 
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previously, and businesses had been informed that they would be approached for 
contributions.  They were planning two late openings before Christmas, with  churches 
providing carol singing.  The Club was considering introducing a joint loyalty card. 
 

 Oxton Cricket Club 
RE & AC had met Mark Cashin from the Cricket Club, who were very keen to work in 
partnership with the Society.  They would offer discounted membership, reduced rates 
for hire of facilities.  An article would be put in the February Newsletter and thereafter 
the Cricket Club would have a regular space in the ‘Whats On’ section 
 

 Fund raising 
There would be an Orange Zebra concert 20 January at the Cricket Club to raise funds 
for Blue Plaques, with refreshments and a raffle, for a maximum of 120.  M&S/HSBC 
have a charitable fund which has agreed to match the takings of the charity event. 
 

 Hanging Baskets 
SW reported that Oxton had won an RHS North West Region Britain in Bloom award for 
Best Neighbourhood, a major achievement.  He had informed Dovecote Nurseries, who 
were delighted. 
The five businesses who supply the water to be informed and shown the award. Action: SW 
WBC (Andy Brennan) providing plaques for Wirral award winners, AB to chase up this and 
press release.              Action: AB 
CJ to contact local press contact           Action: CJ 
Publicity to include front page of next Newsletter, poster on Noticeboard 
Consideration to be given to displaying cup and award certificate in village centre 

 

 Annual General Meeting 
Next year’s AGM to be held late September 
 

 Newsletter 
November Newsletter ready for distribution, next one to be produced by CW in February 
 

 Committee meetings 
Agreed to 6 core meetings for next year, with possibly two more for strategic business or 
speakers 
 

 Treasurer post 
JH reported that she would continue as Treasurer until the end of the financial year, with GR 
shadowing 
 
 

4. History Group 

 BK reported that the History Walks had been very successful 

  A selection of ‘Images of Old Oxton’ were now available on the website, publicised in 
Newsletter and via Facebook and Twitter 

 The History Day 2017 would be in October rather than in the spring 
 
 

5. Financial Report 

 JH reported that £1,000 had been received in Gift Aid, resulting from three years’ 
subscriptions 

 JH circulated a report on Christmas Lights finances over the past four years.  Noted that 
there would be reduced expenditure this year as the mulled wine and some other 
supplies were available from last year 
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6. Christmas Lights 
Reported that all arrangements were in place for the event, and that there was a bad weather 
option. 
 

 
7. Secret Gardens 

 Task Group Leader shadows were required for publicity and the plant stall.  The be 
advertised via an email and, if necessary, in the February Newsletter.  Action: JW 

 Possibility of having an Oxton Society membership stall at Secret Gardens, along with 
the History Group stall, to be discussed with DB    Action: JL 

 Invitation to go out for local charities to apply to be Secret Gardens partner charity, to go 
on website, Facebook, Twitter      Action: AC 

 JL reported that there had been emails about local funding sources – Officers to 
consider having someone to take on the work of applying for funds.  Action: RE 

 £1,000 had been received last year from Business Club.  DFW had met Club 
spokeperson, they were currently concentrating on Christmas Lights, but would think 
about SG contribution in January.      Action: DFW 

 Officers would discuss possibility of a SG Patron from 2018   Action: RE 

 Newsletter to be changed earlier from June, to allow for SG publicity   
 
 
8. Membership Report 
Report deferred in the absence of DB. 
 
 
9. Planning 

 SW reported on one application received for 2 Rathmore Road, for a shed and aviary, 
where the Society was recommending a temporary permission because of visibility from 
the road 

 Retrospective application for circular illuminate sign on 5 Village Road had been 
approved under delegated powers when we had thought it was going to be considered 
by Planning Committee 

 
 
10. Trees 

 CW submitted reports on tree applications – attached as Appendix  

 Tree planning by the Society had always been done with the Port Sunlight Trust.  The 
person we dealt with has left, replacement not in post until New Year, which could lead 
to issues with planting next year when plans for 6 trees. CW has written to the Trust. 

 RE thanked CW for the huge amount of work she had done this year, giving advice to 
individuals as well as commenting on applications.  It was suggested that some tree 
‘FAQ’s’ could be put on the website.      Action: RE 

 
 
 
11. Village Centre 

 HSBC site – no developments 

 New businesses – Chutney restaurant had opened and Greens of Oxton had re-opened 
after a revamp 

 Oxton Bar and Kitchen – erected new car park barrier.  To be discussed with Business 
Club 
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12. Communication 
Committee members had their photos taken , to be put on the website 
 
 
13. Date of next meeting:  

 Next meeting 10 January 2017, 7.30 p.m., St. Saviour’s Parish Hall.   
 
 
CMW/6 November 2016 
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APPENDIX 
 

Applications 
 

37a Rose Mount T16/0100: to trim the small branches of an oak tree in the rear garden in order to 
maintain the tree and provide light into the garden.  
 Comment: as this tree is covered by a TPO we did not consider that the application contained sufficient 
detail although we had no objection to the proper management of the crown.  
 
7 Glenmore Road CA16/0113: to fell a willow which is causing structural damage. The tree is in the front 
garden close to the house. The application is supported by a structural survey.  
Comment: as this application was supported by a structural survey it would have been unreasonable to 
offer any objection. 
 
33 Storeton Road CA16/0154:  
T1: to fell a beech 
T2: to reduce the height of a sorbus by 25% 
T3: to reduce the height by a holly by 25% 
T4: to repollard a sweet chestnut 
T5: to reduce the height of hawthorn in the rear garden by 25% 
T6: ditto a pear tree 
T7: ditto a hawthorn on the front boundary  
Comment: 
T1: there are a number of competing trees in this location, we therefore had no objection to the removal 
of this small tree 
T2: we had difficulty in distinguishing this individual specimen, therefore no objection 
T3, T4, T5 & T7: no objection  
T6: we were concerned about the impact of reducing the height of this fine fruiting pear unless it is carried 
out in a sensitive manner  
 
50 Wellington Road CA16/0164: to reduce the height of a birch tree in the rear garden 
Comment: This tree is prominent from both Gerald Road and across the church grounds. We  had no 
objection in principle however we were concerned that it should be carried out in a sensitive manner. 
Without careful pruning the overall shape of the tree could be destroyed and future growth compromised. 
 
38 Poplar Road CA16/0187: to crown thin by 25% and crown reduce by 10% three beech trees in the 
rear garden but which will be visible from Well Cottages. 
Comment: we had no objection to this work. Formative thinning of the crown will help the overall shape of 
the trees, however we were concerned that the crown reduction may be counter productive in that it could 
promote the growth of the crowns.  
 
7 Poplar Road T16/0196: 
i. to remove a lime adjacent to the boundary wall to Poplar Road. The tree is damaging the wall which is 
over 3m high. 
ii. to crown reduce a sycamore, again adjacent to the wall and near to the front gate. Comment: 
i. the tree is undoubtably damaging the high wall and needs to be removed on safety grounds. However 
as the tree is protected by a TPO we considered that a replacement of a suitable size and species as the 
tree to be removed should be required as a condition of the approval. 
ii. this tree will assume more importance in the streetscape when the lime is removed. It has a good 
crown although it appears to have been poorly pruned in the past. The amount of the reduction needs to 
be clearly specified.  
 
17 Hughes Lane CA16/0198: to reduce a holly tree in the front garden by 5ft (approx 25%) as the size of 
the tree is restricting access down the lane.  
Comment: from the photographs submitted with the application it is clear that the tree has greatly 
outgrown the tightly clipped form which was in scale with its location. We therefore had no objection to its 
reduction. However it will take some time and further work for it to regain its previous form. 
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37c Rose Mount T16/0202: to remove an ash tree in the rear garden which is overshadowing the garden 
and which is exhibiting signs of ash (chalara) dieback.  
Comment: Although we regretted the loss of this tree we accepted that if it is diseased it's felling is 
inevitable. 
 
Oxton Bar and Terrace CA16/0204: to reduce the canopy of a cherry and a hawthorn on the edge of the 
car park by 15%. The intention is to give them a more formal rounded shape and to allow more light into 
the garden area. 
Comment: these trees, in particular the cherry, occupy an important position in the centre of the 
village.  Although we would have no objection to the scale of the work proposed we considered that the 
importance of these trees are such to merit protection by a TPO.  
 
63 Arno Road T16/0206: to fell an ash tree at the end of the rear garden and adjacent to the garden of 
the property in Birch Road. The tree and its roots are causing disruption to the garden and those of 
adjacent properties.  
Comment: this is an important tree which can be seen from Birch Road. As such we were opposed to its 
felling. 
 
14 Kylemore Road CA16/0212: to fell a cypress on the front boundary adjacent to the driveway. The tree 
is diseased, is impeding the growth of the adjacent tree and causing the boundary wall to bulge. 
Comment: we had no objection as this is a poor tree. 
 
10 Victoria Mount CA16/0213:  
i. to remove a cherry in the rear garden which is suffering because of the proximity of two other trees. 
ii. to remove an unhealthy limb from an otherwise healthy cherry in the front garden.  
Comment:  
i. No objection as this cannot be seen from a publicly accessible location.  
ii. No objection 
 
Talbot Court, Alton Road CA16/0221: 
i. trees to the rear of Blocks 1, 2 and 3 to be crown lifted to allow 3m between the roof and the lowest 
branch. 
ii. remove a sycamore outside Apt29 and replace. 
iii. remove the shrubs outside Apt36 
iv. remove a large upper crown branch and lower regrowth from the horsechestnut outside Apt73. 
Comment:  
i. We accept the legal powers which give the applicants the powers to carry out work to trees in adjoining 
ownership however we considered the amount by which they have applied to raise the crown to be 
excessive and that the branches only need to be raised to 2m above the level of the roof.  
ii. although this is a mature tree we offered no objection to its removal provided it is replaced by a species 
which will achieve an appropriately large stature. 
iii. no permission required. 
iv. this tree appears to be protected by a TPO. Although some work has been carried out in the past and 
has resulted in the tree not having a good form it is unclear from the documents submitted which limb is 
intended and we were concerned about the loss of a major limb.  
NOTE: As we were concerned the owners of the trees in Alton Road may not have been notified of the 
proposals to carry out work to their trees we contacted those that are members. This did indeed appear to 
be the case and many wrote to Wirral objecting to the branches being raised by the proposed 3m. As a 
result Erik Bowman, the Tree Officer, has persuaded the applicant to reduce the height by which they are 
proposing to raise the branches to 2m and reminded them that it will be necessary to seek the specific 
consent of the owners should they wish to enter the gardens to carry out the work.  
For your information Wirral have given us the following guidance "In common law Talbot Court can prune 
back overhanging branches back to the boundary without seeking the owner's permission (If there is no 
protection, or if the council does not raise an objection in this case).  Further if the overhanging branches 
are damaging the garage roofs then the owners of the trees would be potentially liable for that damage. 
 Overhanging branches are regarded as a special type of nuisance and there is an exemption to allow 
removal of branches that are causing damage to a third party property (provided that it is the minimum 
required to abate that actionable nuisance)." 
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3 Glenmore Road CA16/0236:  
i. to remove a diseased and dying fruit tree in the rear garden.   
ii. to reduce in height a bay tree in the rear garden. 
iii. to reduce in height a holly in the rear garden. 
Comment: no objection to any of this work.  
 
13 Mount Pleasant CA16/ 0239: 
T1  Prunus - crown reduction by 20% to previous pruning point 
T2 Beech - crown reduction by 20% 
T3 Maple - crown reduction by 25% 
T4 Larch -  remove 3 laterals to improve shape 
T5 Conifer - remove as the tree has outgrown its position and is causing excessive shade. 
T6 Ash - remove lower deadwood  
T7 Ash - remove lower deadwood  
T8 Cherry - remove as it is growing horizontally over the adjacent property 
T9 Cherry - remove as infested with fungus 
T10 Cherry - remove as infested with fungus 
Comment: To date site inspection not yet carried out however only T1 is in the front garden and therefore 
likely to be visible.  
 
23 Templemore Road CA16/0253: 
T1 to reduce a hawthorn in the front garden as it is blocking out the light 
T2 to remove a sycamore in the rear garden 
Comment: To date site inspection not yet carried out 
 
1 Mount Pleasant CA16/0259: to remove a large ash tree abutting the sandstone wall at the edge of 
Rosemount as the wall is in danger of collapse. 
Comment: To date site inspection not yet carried out but as the application is supported by photographs 
showing the extent of the damage to the wall it is unlikely we would object.  
 
 

Applications received but not yet commented on 
 
12 South Bank CA16/0272: 
i. Hornbeam (Carpinus) - crown reduction by 10-15% 
ii. Oak - fell as the incorrect variety was planted in 1990 and it has proved impossible to manage in this 
location. 
iii. Chinese weeping birch - remove the two lowest branches on the eastern side.  
iv. Magnolia - remove the lowest branches to head height. 
 
28 Arno Road T16/0273: reduction of a horse chestnut in the rear garden to 1.5m. The tree is diseased, 
this was identified some time ago by Wirral's Tree Officer and its condition has been monitored. However 
it is now necessary to reduce the tree as it is in danger of dropping branches. 
 
48 Poplar Road CA16/0280: 
i. Birch in front garden - crown shaping including removal of a branch and raising of the crown to meet 
Highway standards 
ii. Birch in front garden - removal of selective branches to prevent it touching the house and blocking the 
gutters with leaves.  

 

 
 


