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Secret Gardens of Oxton 2017 

Despite a mediocre weather forecast earlier 
in the week the day of Sunday, 14th May 
dawned bright and not too breezy. All of 
the open gardens were at their very best, 
lawns mowed, borders weeded, paths 
swept and flowers polished to a shine. At 
The Hub (again hosted by Prenton Prep 
School) and in the Village Centre many of 
the hundreds of volunteers, needed to make 
the day a success, were about not long 
after dawn (it seemed) – rigging gazebos, 
putting out cakes, making sandwiches, 
arranging the raffle prizes, marking out the 
car park, wiring up sound systems, putting 
out chairs and tables, pricing up plants 
for the plant stall, posting signs about the 
day’s events and generally getting ready 
for the crowds. Such a lot to do but thanks 
to careful planning and much effort on the 
part of our volunteers everything was ready 
when the first visitors arrived at 10.00 
sharp.

Secret Gardens of Oxton is a community 
event which each year brings people 
together for the day to enjoy the facilities 
of Oxton Village. This year was no 

exception; speaking to visitors and 
volunteers alike the event was a great 
success; creating a friendly, vibrant 
atmosphere which helped to raise money 
for local charities. This year’s partner 
charities, who shared the profits with the 
Oxton Society, were Helplink Community 
Support (helplink.org.uk), Wirral Fund 
for Children with Special Needs and 
Shaftesbury Youth Club (shaftes.org.uk). 
Each partner charity received a little over 
£4000 which they will use to support the 
work that they do in the local community.

The main reason for this short article 
is to say ‘thank you’ to all the people 
who helped both on the day and for the 
weeks (and months) before. So to garden 
owners, members of the task group, 
partner organisations, our sponsors, 
local businesses and organisations who 
supported the event, the entertainers 
who helped the day go with a swing and 
all of the hundreds of volunteers who 
helped out in so many different ways – 
we couldn’t have done it without you 
“THANK YOU”.

Next year's 
Secret 
Gardens 
event will 
be on 
Sunday, 
13th May, 
2018. 



The Shrewsbury 
Arms: The History 
Research Group 
are looking for a 
photo of the old 
Shrewsbury Arms 
itself or of that end 
of Claughton Firs, 
where it is shown. 
If you have one we 
would be grateful 
if you would get 
in touch with Bob 
Knowles using 
the email address 
history@oxton 
society.org.uk. We 
would copy it and 
return it quickly 
and safely.

The Design Award will be presented annually to a project which 
can be: 
A new build 
An addition to an existing structure 
A renovation, upgrade or repair of an existing structure 

The project will be one which: 
Makes a significant contribution to the conservation area by 
achieving a high standard of design in keeping with the char-
acter of the conservation area and sets an example for others to 
aspire to. 
Demonstrates how appropriate materials can be used to respect 
the appearance and retain the character of the conservation 
area. 
Has been completed in the 12 months prior to the AGM 
Can illustrate the changes to the buidling including before and 
after images 

Nominations can be made by members of the Society at any time 
during the year. You should send nominations to the Society by 
email or post ideally with a few photos showing “before” and 
“after” if appropriate. The closing date for nominations for the 
2017 award is August 31st. E mail address is alantchape@hot-
mail.co.uk or 4 Willan Street Oxton CH43 5ST. 

The following arrangements apply: 
Nominations will be invited from all members 
The awards will be presented at the AGM 13th September at 
Oxton Cricket Club 
One or more (or no) awards may be made each year 
Awards can be made to commercial, public or residential projects 
The decision of the Executive Committee (taking into account 
advice from specialists) will be final.

Oxton Society Design Award

Another Dog-Day afternoon

Following a review of the Dog Dirt Project earlier this year we 
have decided to discontinue the supply of dog dirt bags from the 
dispensers around the Conservation Area. We believe that most 
dog walkers are now carrying their own bags and it is unlikely 
that the remaining offenders will be greatly influenced by the 
availability of free bags. In addition many of the dispensers are 
now reaching the end of their useful life and would be expensive 
to replace at about £100 each. The bags were costing about 
£500 pa. and a few anti-social dog walkers seemed to be stockpil-
ing them so that the dispensers stood empty for large periods and 
were not providing emergency supplies. We will maintain a few 
dispensers in the village centre while we run down our stocks of 
dog bags. We will also continue to mark offending deposits with 
soluble pink spray on an occasional basis.
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Meconopsis: from the  common 
to the exotic

Meconopsis is a genus of poppy-like 
plants.  Only one of the genus is native to 
this country and gardeners in Oxton will al-
most certainly have it, whether deliberately 
or not: the Welsh poppy (Meconopsis cam-
brica).  This is the yellow or orange poppy 
that is found native in Western and South-
ern parts of the British Isles but which is 
commonly cultivated as a garden plant that 
brings bright spots of colour to borders

throughout the summer.  (Note: purists 
among our readers will possibly be aware 
that the classification of the Welsh poppy 
as belonging to the Meconopsis genus has 
relatively recently been challenged as a 
result of molecular analysis, but so far this 
has not prevented the name being used). 

Rarer and more spectacular are some of the 
other species of Meconopsis, all of which 
derive from the Himalayas.  These include 
the stunning, brilliantly coloured Himala-
yan Blue Poppy, which you are more likely 
to see in Scottish gardens than in English 
ones, on account of their preference for 
moist cool summers.  But they will survive 
in Oxton (see photo).  If you are tempted to 
try growing them, they should be planted 
in a cool sheltered site, out of the strongest 
winds, and a rich soil, in sun or part shade. 
As well as the bright blue Meconopsis be-

Gardens

tonicifolia, or ‘Lingholm’, they come in 
other colours, e.g. the white M. ‘Alba’. 
They are delightful feast for slugs; so 
use whatever means you consider appro-
priate to protect them.  And if you wish 
them to behave as perennials, it is best to 
allow them to become well established 
before they flower.  They are plants that 
require patience and a little bit of good 
luck, but if you get the conditions right 
they make a rewarding display. 

Meconopsisgrandis in Edinburgh

Meconopsis ‘Lingham’ in Oxton

Meconopsis cambrica (Welsh poppy) in Oxton
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Trees and Planning

43 Rose Mount CA/17/0159
Proposal. Pollard 3 silver birch trees in front garden as 
grown very tall have phone lines going through them and 
look dangerous.
Oxton Society Comment
These trees are clearly visible and an important part of 
the tree-scape in Rose Mount.We agreed they have grown 
significantly since last worked on. We could not com-
ment on any danger they pose. We did not feel that formal 
pollarding would maintain the current pleasing shape of 
the trees and wondered how this species would respond to 
such pollarding. Some more minor reduction in height and 
thinning of the crown may be more appropriate.
34 Fairview Road CA/17/0163
Proposal: Remove a dead ash tree from front garden such 
that a new tree can be planted to develop.
Oxton Society Comment
The tree is clearly dead and as such we had no objection to 
its removal.
We would support the intention to replace this tree and if 
the applicant is a member of the Oxton Society they would 
be eligible for support from the society’s Tree Planting 
Scheme for a suitable replacement tree.
17 Alton Road CA/17/0165
Proposal. Remove Lombardi poplar tree in rear garden. 
Concerns about overall size, safety and may be diseased.
Oxton Society Comment
This is a large and distinctive tree in the urban landscape 
clearly visible from Alton Road, Village Road and Shrews-
bury Road. We could not comment on whether the tree is 
diseased nor if it is unsafe. We wondered if work to reduce 
the overall height of the tree rather than complete removal 
would be appropriate for this species.
15 Alton Road T/17/0165
Proposal Reduce height of 2 sycamore trees in rear garden 
by 30%
Oxton Society Comment
These trees are visible as part of the overall tree-scape 
particularly from the Alton Road/Village road junction. If 
work is needed on these trees we felt that thinning of the 
canopy may be more appropriate in maintaining the overall 
shape rather than a general reduction in height.

APP/17/00041 – 2 Victoria Mount
Proposal: Single storey rear extension and enlargement of 
window
Oxton Society comments: No comment as the extension 

Wirral Borough Council decides all planning applications and applications for tree work. It invites the Society to comment on development 
proposals in or adjacent to the Oxton Conservation Area and on tree work proposals. All planning decisions are taken by Wirral Borough Council 
and not by the Society: the Society's role is to present informed arguments to the Council for the protection and sensitive enhancement of the 
Conservation Area.
The following are the comments made by the Society; if you wish to see the final decision of the Council please consult their website. 

                                

would not be visible from the public highway and 
would cause no harm to the character of the Conser-
vation Area.
APP/17/00103 – 1 Dudley Close
Proposal: Conversion of garage and single storey 
side extension
Oxton Society comments: No comment. Although 
the development is visible from the public highway, 
in this location there are no heritage features that 
would be harmed and no detriment to the character 
of the Conservation Area.
APP/17/00119 - 5 Mount Olive
Proposal: Variation of a condition attached to the 
previously approved application for two dwellings in 
the garden of this property.
Oxton Society comments: The Society had expressed 
concern about the design of the original proposal 
but withdrew its objection after assurances from the 
applicant over the quality of materials that would 
be used. This further application proposed changes 
to the design and materials to one of the houses that 
would have had a negative effect on the character of 
the development. The Society objected and submit-
ted a petition to ensure the application was sent to 
the Planning Committee for decision. However, the 
applicants subsequently made amendments which 
addressed most of the Society’s concerns as a result 
of which we withdrew our objection.
APP/17/00273 - 36 Rathmore Road: 
Proposal: Demolition of garage and erection of a 
side extension
Oxton Society comments: No comment. Although the 
development is visible from the public highway, in 
this location there are no heritage features that would 
be harmed and no detriment to the character of the 
Conservation Area.
LBC/17/00300 - 13 South Bank: 
Proposal: This was a retrospective application for 
Listed Building Consent for the replacement of the 
front door, kitchen window, bathroom window and 
patio door. The works had been completed.
Oxton Society comments: The new door and win-
dows were of high quality timber construction and 
had been sympathetically designed to carefully 
match the historic character of the building. As a re-
sult there was no harm to the character of the Listed 
Building and the Society did not comment.

                                Planning

Trees
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Whats on

The Oxton Society:
        AGM Wednesday 13 September 2017 18.30 - 21.00 
        The Oxton Cricket Club, 2 Townfield Lane

Oxton Society History Group
       FREE guided walks start at 11.00am and end at 12.30pm;
       EAST walks: (Fairview Rd, Southbank, Arno Rd) 12 August, 9 September
       WEST walks: (Village Rd, St Saviour’s, Wellington Rd 29 July, 2 September,     
       23 September ) Assemble by post box in Village centre. To prebook (recom   
       mended) ring Oxton Village books: 0151 6520202
       History Open Day Saturday 14th October at Christchurch
 
Birkenhead History Society 
       Birkenhead History Society meets the 3rd Thursday of the month between 
       September and May. Meetings at Wirral Golf Club, Bidston Road, Birkenhead,   
       Wirral CH43 6TS. Doors open at 6.45 pm, talks from 7.15pm. Contact Rob   
       Wood Hon. Treasurer for membership details. 0151 6080026
 
 Williamson Art Gallery and Museum
       www.williamsonartgallery.org
       The Dinner Party Exhibition until 3 September.
       Celebrating the work of five Liverpool painters as instigators of a distinctive art
       practice from the early 1960s to the late 1970 with ‘An Encounter with George 
       Jardine’, the Wallasey surrealist.
Exhibition about Edward Kemp - 
       designer of parks and gardens 17 Sept until 19 Nov.
       Wirral Society of Arts 8th Open Exhibition 
       7 October until 19 November 2017
Events at the Williamson Art Gallery
Sunday Serenades FREE. Sunday afternoons 2pm. 
       Jazz, classical and experimental music. Donations please to Williamson and    
       Priory Friends who support the gallery.
       Until 27 August.
Summer Art Workshops 
       Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 10.15 – 12.30 weekly in August. Ages 8 – 15.     
       Work with professional artists. FREE. Must BOOK in advance in blocks of 
       3 sessions.
    Contact Williamson&prioryfriends@gmail.com
Adult classes:21 September and 22  September for drawing, painting and mixed             
    media. £55 for10 weeks. Contact PamelaSullivan@wirral.gov.uk or 01516663525   
       for more information.
       Café and parking facilities fully accessible.

Wirral Archive Service History Workshops
       FREE regular free workshops are held in the Lower Ground Floor Conference      
       Room. The next workshop: 9 November 2 .00pm ‘Wirral and the First World   
       War 1917.’ 

The Oxton  Society 2017 AGM will be held Wed  13 
September at The Oxton Cricket Club 6.30 for 7.00  start. 
An invitation and papers are enclosed with this newsletter.
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Contacting the Oxton Society and the Newsletter
Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the Editor by email 
to info@oxtonsociety.org.uk 
or by post to the Secretary, 4 Willan Street, CH43 5ST. 
You can also contact the society by any of the telephone numbers or email addresses 
given in this Newsletter and via the Oxton Society website www.oxtonsociety.org.uk 
Many smart phone apps will get you straight to the Oxton Society website by means of 
the code printed here. 
Do you have an email address? If you are not receiving e-mails with news updates, 
your current email address is not in the database. Please send it. 
Details are confidential and never passed to 3rd parties. 
Printed by Impressions, Palm Hill, Oxton Village Prenton, Merseyside CH43 5SP, 0151 651 0463

In 2007, following the closure of their 
branch,  HSBC granted a 999 year lease 
to Samlaw Holdings Ltd which was 
owned by Mike Hercules who built 
Rocklis Manor in Claughton Firs.
Planning permission was granted for a 
scheme to erect a three storey building 
comprising four retail units, eight offic-
es and a single residential unit.

What has happened in the last ten 
years?
Planning permission has been extended 
twice and, despite some small-scale 
excavations, there is no progress on the 
development of the site.
The appearance of the site with its poor 
quality and unsightly hoardings is of 
major concern to residents, businesses 

and The Oxton Society. The bank site is 
a major eyesore in the heart of a thriving 
conservation village.

We believe that the petition (available to 
sign in Oxton village shops) is the next 
logical step. 
We urge the developer/owner to:

1. Get on with building as per the 
approved scheme; or 
2. Sell the site to a willing developer; 
and  
3. In the short term provide car 
parking on the front hard standing 
area and replace the hoardings with 
aesthetically sympathetic fencing and 
planting.

Launch of petition about the bank site in the middle of the village


