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free to members

 The Society decided to stick with 19 June, 
Father’s Day, again this year to make the 
event a family celebration. We didn’t plan 
for the incessant rain in the afternoon, but 
amazingly, the day was still a great suc-
cess.  £25,000 income from ticket sales 
(2,600 tickets), donations, sponsorship, 
refreshments, raffle and plant sales result-
ed in over £17,000 profit so that the three 
partner charities: The Birkenhead Youth 
Club, The Terral Morgan Foundation and 
Wirral Women and Children’s Aid received 
over £3,500 each, and the Oxton Society 
received £7,000 to pay for hanging baskets 
in the village, dog bags, Christmas lights, 
history events and tree planning.  Fortu-
nately we sold more tickets in advance this 
year so that visitors then planned their day 
according to the none too promising weath-
er forecast, though some hardy souls were 
still visiting gardens up to 5pm.
Of course, without the garden owners of 
the 22 gardens, the event would not be 
such a major event on the Wirral calen-
dar: many thanks to them all for their hard 
work, spending weeks, and often months of 
preparation, to get the gardens ready for the 
big day. Thanks too to the 35 members of 
the Task Group who specialise in a specific 
issues, e.g. publicity, catering, entertain-

£17K for Charities from Secret Gardens
ment etc. We are always after volunteers 
to keep the event going so do get in 
touch if you think you can help.  It really 
is an enjoyable experience to be a part of 
the team that makes it happen. Thanks 
also to the 500 volunteers for commit-
ting themselves to enabling the event to 
take place.  
It is wonderful to see the village and 
surrounding area alive with music, 
dance, arts and crafts and children’s 
entertainers, so a big thank you to them 
all.  This is the first year that the Soci-
ety has worked alongside the recently 
formed Oxton Business Club, and their 
advertising feature enhanced the pro-
gramme.  Links between the Society and 
the Friends of the Arno and Oxton Fields 
also developed this year with entertain-
ment and ticket sales in the splendid 
newly replanted Arno Rose Garden. 
Thanks to all businesses who offered 
donations for the raffle, and cash dona-
tions and sponsorship.  Your support is 
invaluable.
Planning has started for 2017, so see you 
all next year, the date will be finalised 
shortly.
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Free Trees for Members

The Society is again offering Members 
living in the Conservation Area the oppor-
tunity to have a tree sourced and planted in 
their garden free of charge. 
The Society’s ‘Tree Planting Fund’ has 
now planted 46 trees which already make 
a lovely contribution to the Conservation 
Area’s street scene.   Readily identifiable 
examples include the three trees on the 
Victoria Mount frontage of the Shrewsbury 
Arms car park and the four on the frontage 
of 12-14 Shrewsbury Road (Jack and Jill 
Nursery).  The species and the location are 
agreed in discussion with the Society. Your 
only obligation is to water the tree regularly 
during the first summer.    
A wide variety of suggested species and an 
outline of the procedure can be found on 
the Society’s website (see “Trees”) or 
obtained from info@oxtonsociety.org.uk 
(add as subject: “Tree Planting “) or by 
leaving a message at  0151 652 6089.  
The trees will be ordered, funding permit-
ting, during November and will be planted 
this winter.  Please do get in touch for an 
informal discussion.

                                Planning and Trees

Wirral Borough Council decides all planning applications and applications for tree work. It invites the Society to 
comment on development proposals in or adjacent to the Oxton Conservation Area and on tree work proposals. All 
planning decisions are taken by Wirral Borough Council and not by the Society: the Society's role is to present informed 
arguments to the Council for the protection and sensitive enhancement of the Conservation Area.
The following are the comments made by the Society; if you wish to see the final decision of the Council please 
consult their website. 

                                Planning
Oxton Bar and Terrace, 2-2A Claughton Firs 
APP/16/00285 
Installation of extraction ductwork unit above ground 
floor kitchen flat roof. 
(Retrospective application)
Comments: No comment. (The duct work is already 
in place and although it is visible from Prices Lane 
its wider impact is limited. There may be some 
amenity impacts on neighbouring properties but it 
does not raise issues of harm to the character of the 
Conservation Area that would justify an Oxton Soci-
ety objection).
Wellington Court, Wellington Road APP/16/00450 
Demolition of 12 lock-up garages and redevelopment 
of the site to provide a dormer bungalow with two 
car parking spaces.
Comments: No comment. (This development would 
not be visible from any public areas, only from 
the private garden area to the rear of St Saviours 
Church).

35 Village Road APP/16/00497 
Glazed enclosure of existing rear roof terrace; 
proposed remodelling of existing front boundary 
wall.
Comments: Objected to the proposed increase in 
the height of the wall and the brick construction 
with contrasting decorative brick inset panels, 
which would be an 
incongruous and unsympathetic intrusion into the 
street scene in the heart of the 
Conservation Area. 
5 Mount Olive APP/16/00550 
Proposal: Development of 2 two storey detached 
four bedroom dwellings on land adjacent to 5 
Mount Olive.
Comments: Objected. This proposal is a less sym-
pathetic form of development to that approved in 
previous applications, in terms of the relationship 
with 5 Mount Olive and the other properties 
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                                Trees

All trees in the Conservation Area, including fruit trees, with a trunk diameter (at chest height) of more than 7.5 cm 
(about 3”) are protected by law. Wirral Borough Council’s Arboricultural Officer must be informed in writing six weeks 
in advance of all proposed work on such trees. This includes the cutting of branches, roots or felling. The Society’s com-
ments concentrate on trees, or part of trees, which can be seen from a place where the public has access.

10 Victoria Mount CA16/0076: 
1. To reduce and crown raise 2no. leylandii as they 
are causing excessive shading and loss of amenity. 
These trees are at the bottom of the rear garden on 
the right hand side so probably not visible from the 
road. 
2. To remove 1 no. pine because it is an inappropriate 
species, shape and size for its location and to replace 
with an appropriate shrub. This tree is on the front 
boundary adjacent to the entrance gate.
Comment: We had no objection to either of these 
proposals, to item 1 as these could not be seen nor to 
item 2 as the removal of this tree would benefit the 
other planting in this area.
Woodchurch Court, Woodchurch Road 
CA16/0082
To cut back the branches of an apple tree (and sever-
al overgrown shrubs) overhanging the garden of 144 
Woodchurch Road. The tree appears to be visible 
from the drive of Woodchurch Court.
Comment: We had no objection to this work
40 Poplar Road CA16/0091: application for the 
felling of a tree (species not specified) at the front of 
the house which was resting on the boundary wall. 
The wall has now been removed at the request of the 
Highways Dept. The applicants have looked at the 
possibility of removing part of the root structure in 
order to rebuild the wall and are concerned this will 
make the tree unstable. 
Comment: This sycamore is undoubtably above the 
level of the adjoining pavement and it would be very 
difficult to retain. We therefore had no objection to 
its felling. 
33 Storeton Road T16/0092: Further application 
and justification for felling the beech tree for which 
permission was refused in March. 
Comment: We did not feel that the arboricultural 
report provided sufficient clarification or justification 
for the removal of the tree. 

in the row, and the sense of enclosure offered by 
their private garden space. This conflicts with UDP 
and Management Plan policies and reinforces the 
general concern expressed  in the Conservation Area 
Appraisal about the potential damage to the char-
acter of the Conservation Area arising from garden 
development. 
8 Victoria Mount APP/16/00630 
Single storey side extension
Comments: Objected: The hipped roof design is not 
consistent with the characteristic gable end design 
of the parent building, nor with the more recent 

extensions to this and the neighbouring property. 
The design disturbs the rhythm of the ground 
floor window openings by creating a long blank 
frontage.
8 South Bank APP/16/00647 
Demolition of single storey stores and their re-
placement with a utility room and shower 
Comments: No comment. The proposal would not 
be visible from the public realm.

16 Victoria Mount CA16/0094:
Area 1 - to the side of the bungalow and adjacent 
to the lane to the adjoining properties
Removal of an ash in poor condition 
Area 2 - the right hand side of the rear garden but 
adjacent to the lane.
Removal of 5 sycamores in poor condition (per-
mission already granted but this has expired.)
Comment: 
Area 1 - we had no objection to this work as the 
tree is clearly of poor quality.
Area 2 - the removal of these trees and the clear-
ing of this area will be of benefit to the remaining 
small trees.
Car Park in Prices Lane CA16/0098: 
i. Trees at the front of the site (species unspecified) 
trim the branches as some are growing through 
telephone wires.
ii. Across the rear of the site looking from L to R 
from Prices Lane a. Reduce the size of a birch b. 
Reduce the height of 5 birches c. Remove some 
branches from a cherry d. Fell a birch as it 'bends 
over' 
Comment
i. We were concerned that the work to the cherry 
and the finely shaped tree at the north of the site 
was not necessary and could have an adverse 
effect on their appearance.  
ii. a. No objection to the reshaping of this small 
misshapen birch b. We thought that a more viable 
proposal would be to repollard these willows and 
allow them to re-grow multiple stems to a height 
were they would serve as a useful screen.
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Nominate your project for the
 Oxton Design Award 2016! 

Printed by Impressions, Palm Hill, Oxton Village Prenton, Merseyside CH43 5SP, 0151 651 0463

Contacting the Oxton Society and the Newsletter
Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the Editor by email to 
info@oxtonsociety.org.uk or by post to the Secretary, 4 Willan Street, CH43 5ST. 
You can also contact the society by any of the telephone numbers or email addresses giv-
en in this Newsletter and via the Oxton Society website www.oxtonsociety.org.uk Many 
smart phone apps will get you straight to the Oxton Society website by means of the code 
printed above. 
Do you have an email address? If you are not receiving e-mails with news updates, 
your current email address is not in the database. Please send it. 
Details are confidential and never passed to 3rd parties. 

find us on  facebook, twitter or the web

Nominations are invited 
for the annual Design 
Award which will be 
presented at the AGM on 
September 14th. Private or 
business projects qualify 
and the winner(s) will set 
a good example for others 
to follow. The closing date 
for nominations, which 
should be sent to the Sec-
retary, is August 31st. The 
design award is present-
ed annually to a project 
which can be a new build, 
a renovation or an addition 

to an existing structure. The winning pro-
ject will need to make a significant contri-
bution to the conservation area, achieving 
high standard of design and setting an ex-
ample to others, using appropriate materials 
which respect the appearance and retain 
the character of the area. Last year we 
received 6 nominations and all were to a 
very high standard. An expert panel judged 
them on their visibility, whether they set a 
good example, workmanship, materials and 
imaginative design. All the projects scored 
well and it was a difficult decision. It is a 
very satisfying (and proud!) experience to 
achieve an award, for the property owner, 
architect and contractor and can even be 
a valuable selling point when you choose 
to move! So don’t delay with getting your 
project in. The process is quick and sim-
ple.Full details can be found on the Oxton 
Society website.
oxtonsociety.org.uk/wp/design-award/

Lose weight, get fit, meet 
new friends (and save that 
gym subscription)
Anyone willing to do an 
occasional spot of dead 
heading in the Arno Rose 
Garden, please do come along 
to the garden on any Monday 
morning around 10am. 
You will be made very 
welcome and you will have 
something to show for your 
efforts.

Arno Rose Garden


