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BLOOMING MARVELLOUS!
Those readers who follow the Society’s activities on the website will already be aware of
our stunning and to be honest, unexpected, success in the Royal Horticultural Society’s
North West in Bloom 2016 regional awards. However, we wanted to make sure that all our
members and wider Newsletter readership were aware of this achievement and could share in
our pride in the village
In recent years the Society, with the support of local businesses and members, has expanded
and improved the summer display of hanging baskets in the village centre, to the point where
in 2016 there were ﬁfty baskets transforming the street scene. Thanks to our brilliant basket
supplier, Dovecote Nurseries of Burton, the ﬂoral quality was higher than ever; and the
automatic watering system installed with the generous support of local businesses allowed us
to keep the baskets in prime condition from mid-June to late October.
So, we were delighted when Wirral Council invited us to be one of the local participants in
the RHS regional ‘North West in Bloom’ competition. Our entry went forward as “Oxton in
Bloom” and our hanging basket organisers John Booth and Steve Weber accompanied the
judging panel on their tour of the village in July. We were encouraged that the judges seemed
impressed by the quality and scale of the display, and by the commitment of the Society and
the active support of village businesses. In October we were invited to the awards ceremony
in Southport, hopeful of some recognition but not prepared for the actual outcome.
Firstly, in the It’s Your Neighbourhood category the judges awarded Oxton in Bloom a RHS
& North West in Bloom ‘Level 5 – Outstanding’ certiﬁcate. And then, the icing on the cake,
we were announced as the winners of the cup for Best Neighbourhood in the North West!
Our thanks to all who have contributed during 2016 and in previous years to make this
fantastic achievement possible – our members and volunteers, the village centre businesses
and the team at Dovecote Nurseries.
Time to renew! We’re so grateful to all our members for their subscriptions. Individual
memberships give the Society the authority to speak for you and provide the base income
that allows us to do so much more. If there is a renewal letter in this newsletter please do
renew now so that we can keep up the good work for you. Many thanks!

Secret Gardens Goes Back to its Roots
Make a note in your diary now –
Sunday 14th May 2017
The organisers have been working from
early January to put all the arrangements in
place and once again they need your help to
make this fund raising event a success!
Volunteers
If you can give a few hours of your time to
help out on the day please contact Lesley
McGarrity (email – alsr.mcgarrity@tiscali.
co.uk) to let her know.
Plants
The plant stall is an important feature of
the day and one of the biggest fund raisers
so any contributions of potted-up garden
plants will be very welcome. These will
not be needed until the day of the event but
when you are doing jobs in your garden
please pot-up some plants so that they can
become established and a good size to sell.
Cakes
Homemade cakes make a very big
contribution to success of the Secret
Gardens’ refreshments stall. Please watch
out, nearer the time, for information about
how you can help.
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NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF
THE ARNO
Tree Planting on the Oxton Fields
In the spring of 2015 we planted a
row of 9 alder trees along the edge
of Storeton Road on the Oxton
Fields. Unfortunately 7 of the trees
were later damaged by vandals or
overzealous grass cutting, so recently
we staged a re-planting session. We
were joined by the local cubs group
who had helped us last time, and who
were so sad to see the trees that had
planted being damaged. This time the
trees were protected with guards, and
so far all is going well.
The Friends have volunteered to run
the plants stall at the Secret Gardens
of Oxton this year. We will be taking
cuttings from plants in the Long
Border at the Arno, and growing
choice seedlings. But we are also
appealing for donations of plants
from Oxton gardeners as mentioned
elsewhere in this newsletter. All
offers will be gratefully received,
and can be delivered to Peter de
Figueiredo at 1 Ingestre Road, Oxton
CH43 5TZ. Plants can be left by the
front door if no-one is at home.

Jim Poynton

OXTON people

Jim Poynton has run Impressions, the printers in
Oxton Village, for the past
25 years. He lives in the
Wirral with his wife and
family. Jim set up his business in the 1990s and has
produced work for a range
of organisations including
the NHS and Vauxhall’s.
The Oxton Society asked
him to print its very ﬁrst newsletter and
he’s continued to provide printed material
such as the publicity and programme for
Secret Gardens ever since.
Jim was born in Liverpool and has two
sisters and an older brother. The family
moved from Kirkdale to Speke where Jim
went to Saint Christophers School. He went
on to attend De la Salle run by the Christian
Brothers who kept a strict eye on him and
delivered the occasional whacking!
He sat O and A-level exams, Art and English being his favourite subjects along with
technical drawing.
Karate and had become very popular in the
80s and Jim and his brother Bob were keen
fans and both boys achieved black belt status at an early age. They went onto to teach
karate to a wide range of groups at Everton’s Red Triangle Club and then expanded
into producing instructional videos. This
led on to designing the video jacket sleeves
and promotional material and the start of
Jim’s printing business.
Jim bought a printer, housed it in a freezing garage and taught himself the printing
process with the help of a friend, Barry
Waring who still works with Jim in Impressions. The business grew and Jim needed to
ﬁnd new premises. Driving through Oxton
village they spotted the Midland Bank for
sale. They bought the deserted building,
renovated it and moved in.
The printing business has changed with
the arrival of the the internet and digital
printing. Impressions has adapted to meet
these changes and is still very much open
for business

1.What is your earliest memory?
Going for walks with my dad and
getting chips & lemonade on the way
2. What was the most important
thing that has happened to you in
your life?
Producing two lovely children
3. Who would play you in the ﬁlm
of your life?
George Clooney - as if! Probably
Woody Allen
4. I think people would be surprised to know this about me
I am a 3rd Dan black belt in Shotokan Karate
5. How do you relax?
Eating out
6. Which living person do you most
admire?
President Barack Obama
7. What features do you like about
Oxton?
Trees, architecture and nice people
8. What changes would you like to
see in Oxton
Better parking, more daytime shops.
I don’t want Oxton Village to become a ’Night-time’ dining town.
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Oxton Cricket and Sports Club - A New Partner
Mark Cashin, Chairman of Oxton Cricket
and Sports Club writes:
‘Following a presentation to the Society’s
AGM and subsequent discussions with the
Society’s ofﬁcers I am delighted to report
that we have concluded arrangements
which will be of beneﬁt to both parties.
The Club wishes to gain more social and
playing members, integrate better with the
local community and cease to be Oxton’s
most secret garden! The Club founded in
1875 has magniﬁcent playing facilities, a
wonderful outlook over the Wirral and to
the Clwyd hills and a splendid pavilion
with welcoming bar.
We are offering Society members a 25%
reduction on our playing and social
subscription rates and reduced rates for
hire of the Clubhouse for functions. The
Clubhouse can accommodate up to 120
guests depending on the type of function
and there is a dance ﬂoor, sound system
and kitchen facilities.
To discuss any hiring enquiries please
contact Neeta Perry, our Bar Manager, on
07834 978362.
At the Club we offer cricket, ladies lacrosse
(we have been European champions for
the last 5 years!), tennis and crown green
bowls. We have 4 hard courts and 2 grass
tennis courts and a large crown green for
bowls.
Both our tennis and bowls facilities are
much underused. They are open every day
of the week and available at all times apart
from evening tennis league matches .I
believe it is a great opportunity for Society
members wanting a bit of exercise, a new
hobby/pastime and new friends to join the
Club.
We play cricket in the Cheshire County
Cricket League which is of a very high
standard and features overseas players and
contracted county cricketers. If you like
cricket , Oxton is a very pleasant ground
to spend a few hours on a sunny Saturday
afternoon watching good cricket with
refreshment in hand from the pavilion
terraces!
We are delighted that we are able to offer
a reduced subscription rate for Oxton
Society member and for details please
visit our website www.oxtoncricketclub.
com. If you click on “information” and
then “membership” you can download an
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application form. Please indicate you are
an Oxton Society member.
The Club is hosting an open afternoon
on Saturday April 8th 2017 from 2 pm
to 4pm for Society members and we
hope to see many of you there. The Club
fervently hopes this will be the start of
a long lasting partnership which further
afﬁrms that Oxton is a special place to
live’.

Don’t forget to use your free
National Trust Day Pass
All members were issued
with National Trust (NT)
day passes (worth £14) last
autumn and these are valid
until 31st May 2017. We
hope you have enjoyed using
them already ( they may be
used by a family member
or friend). Or perhaps you
are planning a NT outing in
the spring or early summer
looking for inspiration for
your garden. If you have
enjoyed a visit to a NT site
or property please could you
email us with your story and
we will pass it onto Civic
Voice which has provided
you with this membership
beneﬁt.
If you haven’t received a pass
do let membership secretary
Dave Barden know. Please
contact The Society info@
oxtonsociety.org.uk

local what’s on
The Oxton Society:
May 14: Secret Gardens of Oxton.
Oxton Society Guided Walks in Oxton.
These free walks start 11.00 at the Notice Board, Village Centre.
April 22: East Walk
May 6: West Walk Wirral Walking Festival
May 20: East Walk Wirral Walking Festival
June 3: West Walk
June 17: East Walk
Birkenhead History Society
Meets every third Thursday of the month at Wirral Ladies Golf Club Bidston Road
Birkenhead 6.45pm to 9.00pm.
February 16: The Mersey Training Ships Geoff Topp.
March 16: The Means Test Riots in Birkenhead 1932 Chris Thompson.
April 20: The Historic Mersey Coastline: Gavin Hunter.
May 25: AGM followed by Birkenhead Priory: Colin Simpson.
Williamson Art Gallery and Museum
Slatey Road, Birkenhead, CH43 4UE, 652 4177.
New website www.williamsonartgallery.org Fully accessible and café available.
Open: Wednesday to Sunday 10am - 5pm. Closed: Mondays, Tuesdays and Bank
Holidays
Until February 25: Silent Voices - photographic exhibition
Bugsy Malone- an exhibition of photographs from behind the scenes of the
making of the ﬁlm, touring from BAFTA
Until February 26: Young Artists in Tuscany an exhibition from Edsential who
provide creative learning opportunities to young people.
Until March 5: 20 years of Stitch and Textiles on The Wirral from the Wirral
Embroiderers Guild
Tinted Steam and Liquid Light - an exhibition of Watercolours from The
Atkinson and Williamson’s collections
Events
February 10 10 - 12 Wirral Embroiderers Guild demos
February 10 7 - 10 Bugsy Malone : The Friendly Gala - £20.
Wirral Archives Service History Workshops
Wirral Archives Service presents a series of free local history workshops to be held at 2
p.m. on the following dates in the Lower Ground Floor Conference Room, adjacent to
the Search Room.
March 2: The Changing Face of Tranmere Mary Ward
April 6: Wilfred Owen Janet Holmes (Note10am)
November 9: Wirral and the First World War William Meredith
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planning and trees
Wirral Borough Council decides all planning applications and applications for tree work. It
invites the Society to comment on development proposals in or adjacent to the Oxton Conservation Area and on tree work proposals. All planning decisions are taken by Wirral Borough
Council and not by the Society: the Society’s role is to present informed arguments to the Council for the protection and sensitive enhancement of the Conservation Area.
The following are the comments made by the Society; if you wish to see the ﬁnal decision of
the Council please consult their website.

PLANNING. No planning applications in the Conservation Area have been received for comment
trees

All trees in the Conservation Area, including fruit trees, with a trunk diameter (at chest height) of more
than 7.5 cm (about 3”) are protected by law. Wirral Borough Council’s Arboricultural Ofﬁcer must be
informed in writing six weeks in advance of all proposed work on such trees. This includes the cutting of
branches, roots or felling. The Society’s comments concentrate on trees, or part of trees, which can be seen
from a place where the public has access.
13 Mount Pleasant CA16/ 0239:
Proposal:T1 Prunus - crown reduction by 20% to
previous pruning point
T2 Beech - crown reduction by 20% T3 Maple - crown reduction by
25% T4 Larch - remove 3 laterals to improve
shape T5 Conifer - remove as the tree has outgrown its position and is causing excessive shade.
T6 Ash - remove lower deadwood T7 Ash - remove lower deadwood T8 Cherry - remove as it is
growing horizontally over the adjacent property T9
Cherry - remove as infested with fungus T10 Cherry
- remove as infested with fungus Comment: we had
no objection to this work
23 Templemore Road CA16/0253:
Proposal:T1
to reduce a hawthorn in the front garden as it is
blocking out the light T2 to remove a sycamore in the
rear garden Comment: we had no objection to this
work
1 Mount Pleasant CA16/0259:
Proposal: to
remove a large ash tree abutting the sandstone wall
at the edge of Rosemount as the wall is in danger of
collapse. Comment: we originally objected to this as
the tree is an important element in the street scene
however we subsequently learnt that the wall is a
retaining wall and it is therefore impossible to retain
the tree we therefore withdrew our objection.
28 Arno Road T16/0273:
Proposal: reduction
of a horse chestnut in the rear garden to 1.5m. The
tree is diseased, this was identiﬁed some time ago
by Wirral’s Tree Ofﬁcer and its condition has been
monitored. However it is now necessary to reduce
the tree as it is in danger of dropping branches.
Comment: we regretted the loss of this tree. Although
it is in the rear garden, because of its elevated
position it is in a dominant location. We suggested
that rather than leave a 1.5m trunk it is reduced
to ground level and a condition is placed on the
approval for a replacement tree which will attain a
comparable stature.
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37c Rose Mount T16/0302: Proposal: to fell a
sycamore which is causing excessive shading and
blocking the light from the street lamp Comment:
we did not feel that we could properly comment
as it was difﬁcult to tell from the plan to which
tree the application referred.
8 Duncote Close T16/0320:
Proposal: to remove the lower sucker branches
of a lime and to selectively prune. The tree is
adjacent to the front entrance. Comment: this tree
has a signiﬁcant amount of epicormic growth due
to the way it has been pollarded in the past. We
had no objection to the removal of some of this
to encourage a better form. However given that
it is covered by a TPO we did not consider that
the application contains sufﬁcient detail. There is
a danger that cutting back the growth too much
could perpetuate the problem.
2 South Bank CA16/0323:
Proposal:i. to fell a dying pear behind the garage
ii. to prune a cherry which has grown unevenly to
a more compact shape
iii. to remove a large side bough from an ash
which is overhanging South Bank
iv. to trim a cypress which is overhanging South
Bank Comment: we had no objection to any
of this work however we considered it will be
difﬁcult to satisfactorily trim the cypress and
suggested as an alternative that the cypress is
removed and the bough from the ash retained.
52 Poplar Road T16/0326:
Proposal: the application was for the minor work
to majority of the trees in both the front and rear
garden.
Comment: we had no objection to any of this
work as we recognised that it brings a rather
crowded and overgrown garden into better shape.
We suggested however that the conifer (vi) is
removed which will enable other trees to develop
a better form.
4 Rathmore Drive T16/0334
Proposal: i. to remove a large south facing limb
and two smaller limbs to reshape the crown of a
lime.

ii. to reshape a badly pruned cherry.
Both trees are in the rear garden.Comment: we had
no objection to this work provided the overhang
to Village Road is maintained. It will be difﬁcult
to reshape the cherry given that it has been badly
pruned in the past and therefore would have no
objection to its removal.
3 Rathmore Drive T16/0335
Proposal: to remove the south facing stem of a
multi stemmed sycamore in the rear garden and two
other smaller branches to help to balance the crown.
Comment: we had no objection to this work provided
the overhang to Village Road is largely retained.
5 Rathmore Drive T17/0003
Proposal: to cut back a sycamore in the rear garden,
but overhanging Village Road, by 20%. Comment:
this is an important tree and we would wish to see
the overhang of Village Road retained. However we
did not consider that given the tree is protected by a
TPO there is sufﬁcient detail in the application. The
reduction by 20% could potentially be harmful to the
overall form of the tree.
1 Fairclough Lane T17/0004
Proposal: to reduce the height of two large conifers
in the rear garden which are on the boundary with 7A
Village Road Comment: these trees are not visible
from a publicly accessible place, we therefore offered
no comment.

Gardening
Worried about rose pruning?

If you have roses in your garden, you may
be thinking soon about starting to prune them
for the new season. Many articles have been
written about rose pruning with complicated

instructions that imply disastrous consequences if you don’t do it correctly. However the National Gardening Association has
summarised the ﬁndings of several studies.
In brief, it concludes that:
a) you don’t need to prune your roses at all:
they will be just as healthy without;
b) slicing them with a hedge trimmer doesn’t
do them any harm either.
However, if you still feel you have to trim
your rose bushes to keep them in shape and
to reduce the amount of space they take up,
and you enjoy the task, you can certainly
ignore many of the traditional instructions.
Dead wood can be removed at any time of
year and there is no good reason to take
out wood from the centre of the bush. It is
quite a good idea to cut stems just above a
node (the tiny buds that start to form as they
come into growth) so as to avoid dead wood
forming above it, but it is not essential as
the dead wood can be removed later. The
traditional 45-degree rule for pruning stems
leads to a larger surface area of the cut stem
being exposed to possible infection and so is
fallacious; and if you spend time looking for
outward-facing nodes above which to make
the cut the whole procedure will become
very tedious and will do your back no good.
Finally, even if you forget completely to

tackle the job, you can do it at any time later
in the year.
So happy pruning (or not, if you so decide)!
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Conservation Areas Wirral (CAW)
goals in a season (1927-28).
The Mayor of Wirral unveiled the plaque
before the Tranmere game with Chester
on the 12th November in front of a good
crowd of supporters.

One of the aims of CAW is to push
Conservation higher up the public
agenda - to make people more aware
of how important it is to conserve
our past - for the beneﬁt of the future.
It is therefore important to extract
the maximum publicity from CAW
projects so that all of Wirral’s twenty
six Conservation Areas can feel some
beneﬁt from keeping Conservation
in the public eye. It was with this in
mind that the high proﬁle ﬁgure of
legendary footballer Dixie Dean was
chosen to be the recipient of CAWs ﬁrst
commemorative Blue Plaque. Liverpool
Echo picked up the story and gave good
coverage both on its website and in the
paper itself.

Conservation Areas Wirral chairman,
Alan Chape said, “Wirral is a
remarkable place. Not only is it the
birthplace of many talented people like
Dixie Dean but it also seems to attract
people from all walks of life who fall
under its spell. Wirral’s combination of
industrial innovation, leafy lanes and
historic villages surrounded on three
sides by water makes it utterly unique.
Conservation Areas Wirral is delighted
to be in the forefront of this new Blue
Plaque scheme that celebrates the
accomplishments of some of Wirral’s
best known former residents”.
It is the aim of CAW to erect four Blue
Plaques a year for the next three years
and CAW would like your help by
letting them have your ideas for future
Blue Plaque recipients. Let Peter Bolt of
CAW know of any nominations that you
would like to make.
email : petergillianbolt1@btinternet.

Born in Laird Street, Birkenhead Dixie
played for Pensby Institution FC before
moving to Tranmere Rovers at the age
of 15. He progressed to Everton in 1926
where he scored the never-equalled sixty

Contacting the Oxton Society and the Newsletter

Contributions to the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the Editor by
email to info@oxtonsociety.org.uk or by post to the secretary,
4 Willan Street, CH43 5ST.
You can also contact the society by any of the telephone numbers or email addresses
given in this Newsletter and via the Oxton Society website Many smart phone apps
will get you straight to the Oxton Society website by means of the code printed here.
Do you have an email address? If you are not receiving e-mails with news updates,
your current email address is not in the database. Please send it. Details are conﬁdential and never passed to 3rd parties.
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