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Minutes of Oxton Society Executive Committee Meeting   

 10 January 2017, 7.30 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Rhiannon Evans  (RE)  (Chair) 
Jeff Willis   (JW)  (Vice Chair) 
Alan Chape   (AC)  (Secretary) 
Jane Horton   (JH)  (Treasurer) 
Steve Ferguson  (SF)   
Patrick Toosey  (PT)  (Recruitment) 
Steve Weber   (SW)  (Planning and Amenities) 
Dave Barden   (DB)  (Membership Secretary) 
John Booth   (JB) 
Bob Knowles   (BK)  (History Group) 
Cllr. Alan Brighouse  (AB) 
Chris Jarrey    (CJ) 
Ian Wray   (IW) 
Griff Round   (GR) 
Gary Murray   (GM)   (Friends of the Arno) 
Ian Wray   (IW) 
Carolyn Weber  (CMW) 
 
 
1. Apologies:  
Ann Fordham   (AF) 
Karen Freeman   (KF) 
Christine Wray  (CW)  (Trees) 
 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of the Committee meeting held on 1 November 2016 were agreed as a correct record.  
 
 
3. Matters Arising 

 Conservation Areas Wirral 
A meeting had been held with David Ball on 23 November 2016, and a note was circulated. 
Work was progressing well on the Conservation Area Trail, and the website should be 
available from mid 2017.  DB would be convening a meeting of planning applicants’ agents, 
as many planning applications were still being submitted without heritage statements.  
SF noted that he circulates the Newsletter to a number of people in WBC – to send current 
list to AC/JW for update.       Action: SF/AC/JW 
JH noted that she had not seen latest accounts from CAW – AC to chase.  Action: AC 
 

 Friends of the Arno 
GM reported that there had been a tree planting day 12 November, and the AGM had been 
held.  2017 marks the 10th anniversary of FOA, and there would be a drive for membership, 
which was currently around 130. The WBC Management Plan would be issued in next two 
weeks, which would have implications for the Arno.  RE noted that FOA were being asked to 
run the Plant Stall at Secret Gardens – to be discussed by FOA at next meeting. 
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 Business Club 
KF had tried to contact the Business Club, but no response as yet.  The new Chair of 
the Club was Rebecca Waterfield  

 

 Fund raising 
Tickets for the Orange Zebra concert 20 January at the Cricket Club to raise funds for 
Blue Plaques were selling well, and it was anticipated that 130-140 people would 
attend.  Further member e-mail and Twitter message to go out.  Action: RE/JW 
JH/GR to man the door on the night to check/sell tickets.  JW/JB/SW/CMW to help set 
up from 6.30. 
Raffle to be run by DFW – RE to contact him about progress with prizes.    Action: RE 
GR estimated maximum profit would be £800, assuming successful raffle, and HSBC 
would be matching profit under charity arrangements 
 

 Hanging Baskets 
Following the RHS Award to the hanging basketsJW reported that it was possible that 
Secret Gardens would be entered in RHS North West Region Britain in Bloom Awards 
in the Community Gardens category.  It was agreed that tree planting scheme should 
be included in any submission. 
Agreed that Secret Gardens organizers be asked to use the 2016 hanging baskets 
award in publicity for 2017 SG event.           Action: RE 
 
 

4. Christmas Lights 
The event had been a success, with good weather and a large turnout. JH reported that there 
had been a profit of £600, as the wine had been held over from the previous cancelled event.  
£100 had been sent to each of the Salvation Army and the Mayor’s Fund. There had been a few 
issues, including one business not being able to provide electricity as expected on the night, 
and collection buckets not being circulated at the right point, and the road closure had been very 
expensive. However, catering and entertainment had worked very well. 
For 2017, John Heathman had indicated that he would no longer be doing the Coordinator 
role and a replacement would be needed. There could also be issues with the electricity 
supply from the old Brimark premises as these were being sold, and with Santa’s Grotto, as 
the location was also to be sold.  John Heathman to be asked to meet with Officers to 
discuss future arrangements, and also to talk to Brimark about work to be done on the 
lights, would would need to be budgeted for.          Action: RE 

 
 

 
5. History Group 

 Minutes of meeting held 21 November were circulated 

 BK to discuss with the History Group an approach from the Shrewsbury Arms 
suggesting finishing Oxton Walks there for lunch, which could be linked with use of 
their car parking facilities.     Action: BK 

 
 

6. Financial Report 
JH reported that the projected carry over at the end of the financial year was looking quite good. 
 
 
7. Membership Report 
DB reported that there had only been minor changes in membership.  PT would shortly start a 
further membership drive.  There should be a note in the next Newsletter reminding members 
about using the National Trust one day passes issued to members.  Action: RE/IW 
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8. Planning 

 SW reported that no applications had been received from within the Conservation Area 

 The Oxton Society had been asked by the Friends of Birkenhead Park for support in 
objecting to a significant planning application of the edge of the Park – SW had provided 
a submission. 

 
 
9. Trees 

 CW submitted reports on tree applications – attached as Appendix  

 Port Sunlight Trust had renewed their offer of free advice and help with tree planting 

 SF/CW to discuss new members of the Tree Group         Action: CW/SF 
 
 
10. Village Centre 

 HSBC site – no developments.  PT to draft a letter/petition to Samlaw, to be looked at 
by the Officers.          Action: PT 

 
 
11. Secret Gardens 

 Task Force meeting to be held 25th January 

 The possibility of including gardens immediately to the Conservation Area in the event 
was discussed, but it was agreed that there should be no change to current policy for 
this year 

 
12. Communication 

 Newsletter – the deadline for copy for the next Newsletter was 20th January 
 
 

13. Any Other Business 
JW raised the issue of litter and rubbish in Claughton Firs, which appeared to not be on the 
same cleaning schedule as the rest of the village although it contained a significant number of 
businesses.  It was noted that there was always an issue of parked cars in the street.  AB has 
already raised the problem with WBC but would follow up again.   Action: AB 
 
 
14. Dates of future meetings  

 Next meeting 7 March 2017, 7.30 p.m., St. Saviour’s Parish Hall.   

 Meetings for the rest of the year: 
 2 May 2017 
 4 July 2017 
 5 September 2017 
 7 November 2017 

 
 
CMW/12 January 2017 
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APPENDIX 
 

TREE APPLICATIONS - REPORT TO JANUARY 2017 COMMITTEE  
 

 
8 Duncote Close T16/0320: 
Proposal: to remove the lower sucker branches of a lime and to selectively prune. The tree is adjacent to 
the front entrance. 
Comment: this tree has a significant amount of epicormic growth due to the way it has been pollarded in 
the past. We have no objection to the removal of some of this to encourage a better form. However given 
that it is covered by a TPO we do not consider that the application contains sufficient detail. There is a 
danger that cutting back the growth too much could perpetuate the problem.  
 
2 South Bank CA16/0323: 
Proposal: 
i. to fell a dying pear behind the garage 
ii. to prune a cherry which has grown unevenly to a more compact shape 
iii. to remove a large side bough from an ash which is overhanging South Bank 
iv. to trim a cypress which is overhanging South Bank 
Comment: we have no objection to any of this work however we consider it will be difficult to satisfactorily 
trim the cypress and would suggest as an alternative that the cypress is removed and the bough from the 
ash retained.  
 
52 Poplar Road T16/0326: 
Proposal:  
Front garden 
i. to crown lift two hollies over driveway  
ii. to crown lift and thin a mature holly over driveway  
iii. to crown lift two yews over driveway  
iv. to prune the beech hedge on to Poplar Road 
v. to rebalance the crown of the cherry adjacent to the beech hedge 
vi. to remove the top of a conifer to its secondary crown 
vii. to remove a dead stem adjacent to this conifer 
Side garden 
viii. to pull back sycamore from adjoining property away from garage roof.  
Rear garden 
ix. prune bay away from summer house roof 
x. trim two conifers adjacent to summer house  
Comment: we have no objection to any of this work as we recognise that it brings a rather crowded and 
overgrown garden into better shape. We would suggest however that the conifer (vi) is removed which 
will enable other trees to develop a better form.  
 
4 Rathmore Drive T16/0334 
Proposal:  
i. to remove a large south facing limb and two smaller limbs to reshape the crown of a lime. 
ii. to reshape a badly pruned cherry. 
Both trees are in the rear garden. 
Comment: we have no objection to this work provided the overhang to Village Road is maintained. It will 
be difficult to reshape the cherry given that it has been badly pruned in the past and therefore would have 
no objection to its removal.  
 
3 Rathmore Drive T16/0335 
Proposal: to remove the south facing stem of a multi stemmed sycamore in the rear garden and two other 
smaller branches to help to balance the crown. 
Comment: we have no objection to this work provided the overhang to Village Road is largely retained.  
 

about:blank
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5 Rathmore Drive T17/0003 
Proposal: to cut back a sycamore in the rear garden, but overhanging Village Road, by 20%.  
Comment: this is an important tree and we would wish to see the overhang of Village Road retained. 
However we do not consider that given the tree is protected by a TPO there is sufficient detail in the 
application. The reduction by 20% could potentially be harmful to the overall form of the tree.  
 
 
1 Fairclough Lane T17/0004 
Proposal: to reduce the height of two large conifers in the rear garden which are on the boundary with 7A 
Village Road 
Comment: these trees are not visible from a publicly accessible place, we therefore offer no comment.  

 


