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Minutes of Oxton Society Executive Committee Meeting   

 4 July 2017, 7.30 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Rhiannon Evans  (RE)  (Chair) 
Jeff Willis   (JW)  (Vice Chair) 
Alan Chape   (AC)  (Secretary) 
Griff Round   (GR)  (Treasurer) 
Jane Horton   (JH)   
Patrick Toosey  (PT)  (Recruitment) 
Steve Weber   (SW)  (Planning and Amenities) 
Dave Barden   (DB)  (Membership Secretary) 
John Booth   (JB) 
Ann Fordham   (AF) 
Karen Freeman   (KF) 
Paul Smith – substitute for Bob Knowles (BK)  (History Group) 
Chris Jarrey    (CJ) 
George Harrison  (GH)  (Tree Group) 
Carolyn Weber  (CMW) 
 
 
1. Apologies:  
Steve Ferguson  (SF)   
Cllr. Alan Brighouse  (AB) 
Don Firth-Williamson  (DFW) 
 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of the Committee meeting held on 25 April 2017 were agreed as a correct record.  
 
 
3. Matters Arising 

 Conservation Areas Wirral 
Their Blue Plaque programme to continue – next one would be for James Gillespie Graham, 
architect of Hamilton Square 
CAW would be joining with the Wirral Society to comment on the local plan for the whole of 
Wirral, which was likely to be submitted later this year 

      

 Business Club 
KF reported that she had not heard of any meetings of the Business Club being held 

 

 Fund raising- Blue Plaques 
There would be a ceremony at 2 pm on 29 July at 20 Rosemount for the erection of the 
Society’s first Blue Plaque.  CJ to arrange publicity.  RE to circulate programme to 
Committee.  RE to organize possible video of the event, to go on website.  Article to go 
in next. Newsletter after the event.      Action: CJ/RE 
 

 Hanging Baskets 
JB reported that the RHS judges would be visiting the village on 12 July at 1.45, to 
review baskets display and also Secret Gardens – to see video of SG event as part of 
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the portfolio.  Judges would meet with JB/RE/SW, Jay Little to also be invited.  JB to 
organise village clean up on 10 July – SW, JW, CW and Paul Smith volunteered to 
assist.          Action: JB 
 

 Annual General Meeting 
AGM would be held 13 September at Oxton Cricket Club.  AC dealing with the club over 
issue of wine/corkage.  Annual Report drafted, would be completed shortly. AGM 
Invitation to be produced, stressing new venue 
Speaker to be invited from Civic Voice as part of their ‘Big Conservation Conversation’, 
to talk about 50th anniversary of Conservation Areas 
Also to have Forum for members to raise issues, particularly about priorities that the 
Society can focus on in future years 
Invitation to go on website, Facebook, Twitter, seeking nominations for Design Award. 
Outstanding Contribution Award to go to Christine Wray, for tree work – citation to be 
written by SF, to be read by GH in his absence.    Action: AC/RE/SF 
 

 Fund raising 
CJ had circulated ideas for possible future fund raising.  Agreed that GR convene a 
small group of GR/CJ/AF/KF to discuss possible ways forward with the options, to 
include Phill Jenkins as necessary for discussion of Newsletter formatting. Action: GR 
 

 Civic Voice national meeting 
Nothing further had been heard about possible hosting of Civic Voice meeting 

 
 

4. History Group 

 Oxton Walks had been very successful so far, with two particularly well attended walks 
as part of the Wirral Walking festival 

 Oxton Walk for committee members held 8 June, limited number turned up but walk was 
very informative 

 September walk to be linked to History and Heritage event 

 BK and Paul Smith had participated in ‘Birkenhead Memories’ event at Little Theatre 

 Oxton History Day to be Saturday 14 October at Christ Church 
 

 
5. Financial Report 
Secret Gardens had been very successful, with ticket sales and income up 15% on last year.  
Advance ticket sales had been good, and sales on the day had been very good because of the 
weather.  The Society’s refreshments had been particularly successful, with profits up 40%, and 
the co-operation with the Friends of the Arno over the plant stall had also been a success. 
 
 
6. Membership Report 
DB reported that 72 members were still to renew, which was more than usual, and he would be 
meeting SF next week to discuss a renewal campaign.  PT was to organize a campaign to 
recruit new members later in the year. 
JH asked for a fuller report to include overall membership numbers, numbers who have paid for 
several years etc.  DB to provide for next meeting.       Action: DB 
 
 
7. Planning 

 SW reported that there had been some problems with the WBC consultation process, 
with notifications not reaching the Secretary:  these were being followed up 

 SF and Christine Wray wished to withdraw from the Planning Group, now that they are 
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no longer members of the Tree Group.  GH to liaise with the new members of the Tree 
Group to arrange a new representative for the Planning Group 

 
 
8. Trees 

 The three new members of the Tree Group (George Harrison, Ron Jones & David 
Coombes (Coordinator)) were working well, with mentoring from SF. 

 Four applications had been considered and are attached as an Appendix 

 Yewdale Park trees, behind Alton Road – residents were concerned about plans from 
the management company to do significant work on these trees.  SF had got the WBC 
Tree Officer to visit and put emergency TPO’s on the trees within 24 hours. AC 
expressed thanks to the Council and to SF for the way the process had been managed.  

 
 
9. Village Centre 

 HSBC site – PT and DFW to go round the business community to enlist their support for 
a petition about the bank site.  AC to meet David Ball from WBC late July to discuss 
whether there is a case for a CPO working with another developer. Action: PT/DFW/AC 

 
 
10. Secret Gardens 

 There would need to be a meeting with Jay Little and Lesley McGarrity about the 
selection of partner charities for next year 

 
 
11. Communication 

 Newsletter – deadline for the next edition is Friday 7 July 
 
 

12. Dog Bag dispensers 
JW had taken down some dispensers, three left pro tem to use up bag supply.    Action: JW 
 
 
13. Date of next meeting  

 Next meeting 5 September 2017, 7.30 p.m., St. Saviour’s Parish Hall.  (Changed from 2 
May) 

 
 
 
 
CMW/7 July 2017 
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APPENDIX 
 

TREE APPLICATIONS - REPORT TO JULY 2017 COMMITTEE  
 

 
43 Rose Mount CA17/0159 
Proposal: 
Pollard 3 silver birch trees in front garden as grown very tall, have phone lines through them and 
look dangerous. 
Oxton Society Comment: 
These trees are clearly visible and an important part of the tree-scape in Rose Mount.  We 
agree they have grown significantly since last worked on.  We could not comment on any 
danger they pose.  We did not feel that formal pollarding would maintain the current pleasing 
shape of the trees and wondered how this species would respond to such pollarding.  Some 
more minor reduction in height and thinning of the crown may be more appropriate. 
 
34 Fairview Road CA17/0163 
Proposal:  
Remove a dead ash tree from front garden such that a new tree can be planted to develop. 
Oxton Society Comment:  
The tree is clearly dead and as such we had no objection to its removal.  We would support the 
intention to replace this tree and if the applicant is a member of the Oxton Society they would be 
eligible for support from the Society’s Tree Planting Scheme for a suitable replacement tree. 
 
17 Alton Road CA17/0165 
Proposal: 
Remove Lombardi poplar tree in rear garden.  Concerns about overall size, safety and may be 
diseased 
Oxton Society Comment:  
This is a large and distinctive tree in the urban landscape clearly visible from Alton Road, Village 
Road and Shrewsbury Road.  We could not comment on whether the tree is diseased nor if it is 
unsafe.  We wondered if work to reduce the overall height of the tree rather than complete 
removal would be appropriate for this species. 
 
15 Alton Road CA17/0165 
Proposal: 
Reduce height of 2 sycamore trees in rear garden by 30%. 
Oxton Society Comment:  
These trees are visible as part of the overall tree-scape particularly from the Alton Road/Village 
Road junction.  If work is needed on these trees we felt that thinning of the canopy may be more 
appropriate in maintaining the overall shape rather than a reduction in height 


