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Minutes of Oxton Society Executive Committee Meeting   

 7 March 2017, 7.30 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Rhiannon Evans  (RE)  (Chair) 
Jeff Willis   (JW)  (Vice Chair) 
Alan Chape   (AC)  (Secretary) 
Griff Round   (GR)  (Trreasurer) 
Jane Horton   (JH)   
Steve Ferguson  (SF)   
Patrick Toosey  (PT)  (Recruitment) 
Steve Weber   (SW)  (Planning and Amenities) 
John Booth   (JB) 
Ann Fordham   (AF) 
Karen Freeman   (KF) 
Bob Knowles   (BK)  (History Group) 
Cllr. Alan Brighouse  (AB) 
Chris Jarrey    (CJ) 
Ian Wray   (IW) 
Don Firth-Williamson  (DFW) 
Carolyn Weber  (CMW) 
In Attendance: Jay Little 
 
1. Apologies:  
Dave Barden   (DB)  (Membership Secretary) 
Gary Murray   (GM)   (Friends of the Arno) 
 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes of the Committee meeting held on 10 January 2017 were agreed as a correct record.  
 
 
3. Matters Arising 

 Conservation Areas Wirral 
It had not been possible yet to get a meeting with WBC about Hamilton Square and heritage 
statements. The CAW AGM would be 26 April in Port Sunlight.  A blue plaque to Edward 
Kemp, designer of Birkenhead Park, would be unveiled on 5 April in the Park Visitor Centre. 
 

 Friends of the Arno 
Four beds of roses had been planted successfully by the Friends 

      

 Business Club 
KF had made efforts to contact the Business Club, but no response as yet.  

 

 Fund raising- Blue Plaques 
RE/AC/BK and Jo Hipps from History Group had met to consider proposals for Oxton 
Blue Plaques.  They had agreed criteria, and two priority lists of candidates for plaques.  
The first plaque would be for Sir Philip Toosey, then for Edith Smith (first woman police 
officer), Jane and Laura Willmer (women journalists and suffragists) and Arthur Hughes 
(seaman decorated for bravery) if there are sufficient funds. 
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 Hanging Baskets 
JB reported that there would be 52 baskets this year, with a possible additional two for 
the old Tea for Two premises. The costs of the baskets had been unchanged the past 
three years, but there would be a 3% increase this year.  The intention was to erect the 
baskets the week before Secret Gardens in May.   
 
 

4. Christmas Lights 
John Heathman is giving up his role in the organisation of Christmas Lights, and the role would 
be taken on by Maria Pennington, shadowed by Dickson Whyte 
 

 
5. History Group 

 Minutes of meeting held 16 January were circulated 

 Oxton Walks dates for 2017 had been agreed, and the possibility of ending at the 
Shrewsbury for lunch was being discussed.    Action: BK 

 Committee members would be invited to join one of the Walks in the summer 

 Wirral History and Heritage Fair was being held at the Town Hall on Saturday 11 
March – the History Group would have a stall, with exhibits of Oxton notable people 

 
 

6. Financial Report 
JH circulated draft accounts for 2016-17, which would shortly be ready to go to the auditor.  
There would be a healthy carry forward balance. 
From 1 March GR was now Treasurer, and forms needed to be signed by AC to make GR a 
signatory and to change contact address information. 
The Committee expressed their thanks to JH for her excellent 8 years’ work as Treasurer. 
 
 
7. Membership Report 
DB had submitted a report on membership. There were 184 memberships due for renewal in 
2017-18: 67 had renewed to date.  There would be a membership drive later in the year 
Agreed that there should be discussion at the next meeting of possible reduced membership 
rates for geographically distant members who are happy to have Newsletters electronically 
rather than hard copy         Action: RE/AC 
 
 
8. Planning 

 SW reported on 5 Mount Olive, where a variation of conditions application had been 
submitted.  The new application involved different applicant and architects, one house 
has been increased in size, and the original high quality materials were not being used, 
and there was no heritage statement.  The Society had submitted an objection and AB 
was proposing to ask WBC to take the application out of delegation 

 The Oxton Society had no record of being consulted about an application at 26 Rose 
Mount, where a development was underway in the grounds of a fine villa.  WBC had 
been contacted and said that they had sent the consultation by email in April 2016 

 Applications had also been received for 1 Dudley Close (garage conversion and 
extension) and 2 Victoria Mount (rear extension) – no comment had been submitted as 
these would have no impact on the Conservation Area 

 
 
9. Trees 

 CW submitted reports on tree applications – attached as Appendix  

 CW was standing down pro-tem as co-ordinator of the Tree Group, and the Committee 
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expressed their thanks to her for the large amount of very detailed work that she had 
carried out. SF agreed to make personal approaches to garden owners to see if any 
were interested in taking on the task, working with his support.  Action: SF 

 Agreed that the tree work needed to be given a higher profile, as trees are such a large 
part of the Conservation Area environment.  An article was required for the Newsletter 
and a feature on trees should be included in the AGM programme 

 
 
10. Village Centre 

 HSBC site – no developments.  A petition had been prepared, but no further action 
would be taken on it for the time being.  Ben Harrison from ‘Home’ had proposed 
arranging a meeting with AC and the bank site owner, and agreed that this should go 
ahead before further action on a petition 

 
 
11. Secret Gardens 

 Jay Little reported that all arrangements were on target, with 19 gardens to be open.  
Programme was in progress and would be available to the public from 3 April. 

 Bogans Carpets were generously giving £500 cash sponsorship, in return for an 
advertising slot, as well as a voucher prize for the raffle 

 The partner charities were Shaftesbury Youth Club, Helplink Community Support and 
Wirral Fund for Children with Special Needs  

 Next Task Group meeting would be 5 April 

 Car parking – AC/JW had met with WBC to discuss their proposed new charges for 
parking on Storeton Fields, likely to be £2 per car with a £150 administration fee and a 
£1000 deposit bond in case of damage. The proposal had not yet gone to Council but if 
it is agreed the Society will discuss further with WBC as Secret Gardens is not a council 
event and is not on council land 

 
12. Communication 

 Newsletter – next one would be issued before Secret Gardens.  As it is not long since 
the last Newsletter this one would be a smaller edition, concentrating on Secret Gardens 
and including information of the charities and a ‘day in the life’ feature about the SG 
logistics team.  There could also be an update of the Blue Plaques proposals 
 
 

13. Dog Bag dispensers 
JW reported that 20,000 dog bags had been bought in each of the past 6 years and proposed 
the ending of the project as there was a feeling that dog fouling was much reduced.  Agreed to 
take down the dispensers and store them, and review the situation after a year    Action: JW 
 
 
14. Any Other Business 

 Society Noticeboard – management of the board would be taken over by Paul Smith, 
and he had put forward a protocol for the board which indicated the type of notices to be 
placed there and the priority to be given to the different types.  The protocol was agreed 

 AGM date – AC to discuss possible dates with Oxton Cricket Club as the proposal was 
to hold AGM there in September if at all possible        Action: AC 

 
 
14. Date of next meeting  

 Next meeting 25 April 2017, 7.30 p.m., St. Saviour’s Parish Hall.  (Changed from 2 May) 
 
CMW/8 March 2017 
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APPENDIX 
 

TREE APPLICATIONS - REPORT TO MARCH 2017 COMMITTEE  
 

 
17 Fairview Road CA17/0033 
Proposal: 
i. Hawthorn: to fell a self seeded tree of low amenity in the front garden which is shading the 
dining room 
ii. Holly: to fell a self seeded tree of low amenity value in the front garden which is impeding 
access to the hard standing and shading the dining room. 
iii. Yew: to fell a self seeded tree of low amenity value in the rear garden which is overcrowding 
other native species. 
Oxton Society Comment: 
i. No objection as this is a poor tree and cannot be seen clearly from a publicly accessible place. 
ii. This is a substantially tree and we would suggest rather than felling it could be pruned to a 
smaller shrub 
iii. No objection as this cannot be seen.  
 
1 Mount Pleasant CA17/0048 
Proposal: to fell an ash in the rear garden adjacent to the wall on to Rose Mount and replace 
with two trees.  
Oxton Society Comment: although we previously objected to an application to fell this tree we 
now appreciate, following an invitation from the owner to examine the tree from within the rear 
garden, that the wall which it is growing immediately adjacent to, is a retaining wall and that 
unfortunately there is no alternative but to fell the tree. However we welcome the desire to plant 
replacements and are supporting this through the Society's Tree Planting Fund.  
 
39 Birch Road CA17/0056 
Proposal: 
i. Holly: to reduce a tree in the front garden by a third and trim overhanging branches as it is too 
close to the house 
ii. Holly: to reduce a tree in the rear garden, adjacent to Croft Edge, by a third.  
Oxton Society Comment: we have no objection to this work. 
 
 
 
 


